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`ipADaFgx ExkOW xirdoigwFl ,xir lW §¥¨¦¤¨§§¨¤¦§¦
oigwFl ,zqpMd ziA .zqpMd ziA eincA§¨¨¥©§¤¤¥©§¤¤§¦
,zFgRhn .zFgRhn oigwFl ,daY .daY¥¨¥¨§¦¦§¨¦§¨
la` .dxFY oigwFl ,mixtq .mixtq oigwFl§¦§¨¦§¨¦§¦¨£¨
`l ,mixtq .mixtq EgTi `l ,dxFY Exkn m ¦̀¨§¨Ÿ¦§§¨¦§¨¦Ÿ
.daY Egwi `l ,zFgRhn .zFgRhn Egwi¦§¦§¨¦§¨Ÿ¦§¥¨
`l ,zqpMd ziA .zqpMd ziA Egwi `l ,daY¥¨Ÿ¦§¥©§¤¤¥©§¤¤Ÿ
oixkFn oi` .odixzFnA oke .aFgxd z` Egwi¦§¤¨§§¥§§¥¤¥§¦

`.xir ly daegx .xird ipamzq lr ibilt minkge .zeiprza da oilltzny ,dyecw da yi

.`nlra i`xw`a `l` da oilltzn oi`e li`ed ,dyecw meyn da oi` xir ly daegx ixn`e oizipzn

:minkgk dklde.daiz migwel zqpkd ziala` .dl ipafn evnc `ed mixtkc zqpkd zia `wece

:dl ipafn evn `le miaxc `ied dl ez` `w `nlrnc oeik mikxkc zqpkd zia.mixtqmi`iap

:miaezke.mixtq egwi `l dxez exkn m` la`:oicixen oi`e ycewa oilrnc.mdixzena oke

lk exn`p `le .zegt ezyecwy xac xzend on egwi `l ,dxez mincd zvwnn egwle mixtq exkn

iaeh dray exkn m` la` .xird iyp` cnrna xird iaeh dray exkn `lyk `l` elld mixacd

:opixn`ck mixtk lya `wece .xzen zezyl xky minca zepwl elit` ,xird iyp` cnrna xird

`xephxan dicaer epax

Mishnah Megillah, chapter 3

(1) If the townspeople sell the village

square [an area that retains some

holiness as people use the square to

pray during fasts] they must use the

proceeds to purchase a synagogue

[however, the Sages disagree and

maintain that a square does not retain

any holiness, the halachah follows

this view]. If they sell a [village]

synagogue they purchase with the proceeds an ark [a city synagogue may not be

sold since it was built with the intention that travellers would use it; hence it

belongs to the general public]. If they sell an ark they purchase with the proceeds

Torah covers. If they sell Torah covers they purchase with the proceeds scrolls

of Scripture. If they sell scrolls of Scripture they purchase with the proceeds a

Torah scroll [the concept being that the proceeds of a sale may only be used to

purchase something with a higher degree of holiness]. However, if they sold a

Torah scroll they may not purchase scrolls of Scripture. Scrolls of Scripture they

may not purchase Torah covers, Torah covers they may not purchase an ark, if

they sold an ark they may not purchase with the proceeds a synagogue, if they

sold a synagogue they may not purchase with the proceeds a town square and the

same applies to any leftover funds [after the purchase of a more holy article, since

this would be purchasing an item with a lower degree of holiness. All the

aforementioned is applicable only when the seven communal representatives

did not sell the items in the presence of the townspeople; however, if all the

townspeople were present then they may buy anything with the proceeds].
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`xephxan dicaer epax

FzF` oicixFOW ipRn ,cigIl miAx lW z ¤̀¤©¦©¨¦¦§¥¤¦¦
oM m` ,Fl Exn` .dcEdi iAx ixaC ,FzXcTn¦§ª¨¦§¥©¦§¨¨§¦¥

:dPhw xirl dlFcB xirn `l s`aoi` ©Ÿ¥¦§¨§¦§©¨¥
Evxi m`W i`pY lr `N` ,zqpMd ziA oixkFn§¦¥©§¤¤¤¨©§©¤¦¦§
,mixnF` minkge .xi`n iAx ixaC ,EdExifgi©£¦¦§¥©¦¥¦©£¨¦§¦
drAx`n uEg ,mlFr xMnn FzF` mixkFn§¦¦§©¨¥©§¨¨
zialE dliaHle iwqxAle ugxOl ,mixaC§¨¦©¤§¨§©ª§§¦§©§¦¨§¥

` dcEdi iAx .miOdmWl FzF` oixkFn ,xnF ©©¦©¦§¨¥§¦§¥
:dUri dvxIX dn gwFNde ,xvgbxn` cFre ¨¥§©¥©©¤¦§¤©£¤§¨©

oiciRqn oi` ,axgW zqpMd ziA ,dcEdi iAx©¦§¨¥©§¤¤¤¨©¥©§¦¦
oi`e ,milag FkFzA oiliWtn oi`e ,FkFzA§§¥©§¦¦§£¨¦§¥
FBB lr oighFW oi`e ,zFcEvn FkFzl oiUxFR§¦§§§¥§¦©©
,xn`PW ,`ixCpRw FzF` oiUFr oi`e ,zFxR¥§¥¦©©§©§¨¤¤¡©

(ek `xwie)s` ozXcw ,mkiWCwn z` izFOWde©£¦¦¤¦§§¥¤§ª¨¨©
,WFlzi `l ,miaUr FA Elr .oinnFW odWM§¤¥¥¦¨£¨¦Ÿ¦§

:Wtp znbr ipRncxc` Wcg W`xlgW ¦§¥¨§©¤¤ŸŸ¤£¨¤¨

Community property is not sold to an

individual since this lowers the degree

of holiness, these are the words of

Rabbi Yehudah. They said to him: If

that be the case then one should not be

permitted to sell from a large town to

a small town.

(2) A synagogue may not be sold [even

one community synagogue to another

community synagogue] unless there is

a condition that if they wish it may be

repurchased, these are the words of

Rabbi Meir [the halachah does not

follow Rabbi Meir]. But the Sages say

they may sell it permanently [even to

an individual], save for four purposes

[it must be stipulated at the time of

sale that it may not be used] as a bathhouse, a tannery, a mikvah, or for a laundry

[or lavatory]. Rabbi Yehudah says: It is sold for a courtyard and the purchaser

may do as he pleases [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah].

(3) Rabbi Yehudah further stated: A synagogue that has been destroyed [must be

treated with respect and] one may not eulogize in it, nor does one twist ropes or

spread nets in it [or any other type of labor] and one may not spread produce to

dry on its roof, nor may it be used as a shortcut, as it is written: “I will desolate

your sanctuaries” (Leviticus 26:31), implying that they retain there sanctity even

when they are desolate. If grass grew over [the ruins], it may not be cut [and

be removed from there, however, one may cut it and leave it there], so as to

induce grief [and encourage its reconstruction.]

(4) If the first of Adar falls on shabbat we read the section [in the Torah for

a.i`pz lr `l`xnelk ,`ed oeifa jxcc ,dhelg dxikn xeknl xeq` miaxl miax lyn elit`e

:xi`n 'xk dkld oi`e .melk epipira epi`.mler xknn:oyinyz lkl elit`e cigil elit`eueg

.mixac drax`n:xekni `l mixac drax` mze`lc.mind zia:milbx inl ,inp i` .dqiakl'x

xvg myl eze` oixken xne` dcedi:dcedi 'xk dkld oi`e .'ekeb.oiliytn oi`emilceb

etezqpkd ziae mici agx mewn jixv milag zlytdy `l` .zek`ln x`y lkl oicd `ede .milz

:digxe` iede jkl ie`xe `ed lecb zia.`ixcptw,`ixcptw oeyle .zqpkd zia jxc ekeld xvwl

jxc qpk`e ikldn xvw` miza zexey siwdl jixv ip`y cera xnelk ,`da leri` ixc `ptiwnc`

:o`k.ytp znbr iptn.xefgiy mingx eilr eywai e` ,elkei m` ezepal al epzie epipa ini exkfiy
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lg .milwW zWxtA oixFw ,zAWA zFidl¦§§©¨¦§¨¨©§¨¦¨
xarWl oiniCwn ,zAXd KFzA zFidl¦§§©©¨©§¦¦§¤¨©
.xFkf ,dIpXA .zxg` zAWl oiwiqtnE©§¦¦§©¨©¤¤©§¦¨¨
dGd Wcgd ,ziriaxA .dOc` dxR ,ziWilXA©§¦¦¨¨£ª¨¨§¦¦©Ÿ¤©¤
lMl .oxcqkl oixfFg ,ziWingA .mkl̈¤©£¦¦§¦¦§¦§¨©Ÿ
,mixEtaE dMpgA ,miWcg iW`xA ,oiwiqtn©§¦¦§¨¥¢¨¦©£ª¨©¦
:mixERMd mFiaE zFcnrnaE zFIprzA©©£¦©©£¨§©¦¦

dzxFY lW zFcrFn zWxtA oixFw gqRA©¤©¦§¨¨©£¤©

`xephxan dicaer epax
mnewna mgipdle hwll la` ixnbl mca`l e` dndal lik`dle miayr hwll `l` xeq` oi` jkitl

:ytp znbr `ki`c xzenc.milwy zyxt oixewick ,xc`a mdilwy e`iaiy ricedl .`yz ik

:dycg dnexzn oqipa cg`a eaixwiy.xaryl oinicwny`x iptly zaya milwy zyxt oixew

:dxary zayl oinicwn zay axra xc` yceg y`x lg elit`e .yceg.d`ad zayl oiwiqtne

ziignl wlnr ziign jenql ,mixetl dkenqd zaya xekf zyxt `xwzy ick .dipy dyxt xneln

:ond.dnec` dxt ziyilyaefi`e .dxdha mdigqt eyriy ick mnvr xdhl l`xyi z` xidfdl

dl `ied ,zaya zeidl oqip yceg y`x lgyke .dixg`n mixetl dkenqy lk ,ziyily zay `id

:migqtl mizn i`nh zxdf` jenql ick ,oqip yceg y`xl dkenqd zay ziyily zayziriaxa

.dfd ycegd:gqtd zyxt myy.oxcqkl.zeiyxt rax` oirn oixihtn dpd cry zexhtdd xcql

izwxfe ,dxt zyxt .wlnr jl dyr xy` z` izcwt ,xekf zyxt .mipy ray oa ,milwy zyxt

zyxt oirn xihtdl xfeg jli`e o`kn .ycegl cg`a oey`xa ,ycegd zyxt .mixedh min mdilr

maftir] of shekalim [the portion

dealing with the half-shekel

contribution which was used to

purchase public offerings for the

following month of Nissan] (see

Exodus 30:11-16). If it falls in the

middle of the week we advance the

reading of shekalim to the shabbat

before [Rosh Hodesh], and on the next

shabbat there is a break [in reading the second of the four parshiot, i.e., between

shekalim and zachor]. On the second shabbat we read the section of zachor

[dealing with the commandment to remember that which “Amaleik did to you on

the way” (Deuteronomy 25:17), so that it be the shabbat before Purim], on the

third shabbat [i.e., the shabbat after Purim] we read the section of parah adumah

[the red heifer (Numbers 19:1-22), forewarning the need to purify oneself before

the Pesah offering which must be offered in purity] and on the fourth shabbat we

read the section of HaHodesh Hazeh Lachem [dealing with the designation of

Rosh Hodesh Nissan as the first month of the year and the laws of Pesah. During

the special reading of the four parshiot we also read special corresponding

haftorah's from the Prophets]. On the fifth shabbat we return to our normal

[haftorah] reading schedule [which relates to the Parshah]. For all of the

following we interrupt [the regular haftorah reading]: For Rosh Hodesh, for

Hanukah, for Purim, for fasts, for the ma'amadot (see Ta'anit 4:2) and for Yom

Kippur.

(5) On [the first day of] Pesah we read the section of the festivals in Leviticus

[“When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born” (Leviticus 22:27 f.f.). However, today
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W`xA .zFraW draW ,zxvrA .mipdMŸ£¦¨£¤¤¦§¨¨ª§Ÿ
mFiA .Wcgl cg`A iriaXd WcgA ,dpXd©¨¨©Ÿ¤©§¦¦§¤¨©Ÿ¤§
lW oFW`xd aFh mFiA .zFn ixg` ,mixERMd©¦¦©£¥§¨¦¤
,mipdM zxFzAW zFcrFn zWxtA oixFw bg̈¦§¨¨©£¤§©Ÿ£¦
:bgd zFpAxwA bgd zFni lM x`WaE¦§¨¨§¤¨§¨§§¤¨

emi`iUPA ,dMpgA.wlnr `aIe ,mixERA . ©£ª¨©§¦¦©¦©¨Ÿ£¨¥
.mkiWcg iW`xaE ,miWcg iW`xA§¨¥¢¨¦§¨¥¨§¥¤
,zFIprYA .ziW`xA dUrnA ,zFcnrOA©©£¨§©£¥§¥¦©©£¦

we follow the custom of reading:

“Withdraw or take for yourselves

sheep for your families” (Exodus

12:21 f.f.)]. On Shavuot [we read the

section of the] seven weeks (see

Deuteronomy 16:9). On Rosh

HaShanah [we start from]: “On the

seventh day of the first of the month”

(Leviticus 23:23). On Yom Kippur

[we start from]: “After the death” (Leviticus 16:1). On the first day of Sukkot we

read the section of the festivals in Leviticus (Leviticus 22:27 f.f.) and on the other

days of Sukkot we read the section of the offerings of the festival (Numbers

29:17 f.f.).

(6) On Hanukah we read the section of the dedication of the altar by the princes

(Numbers 7:12 f.f.). On Purim: “And Amalek came” (Exodus 17:8). On Rosh

Hodesh: “And on your New Moons” (Numbers 28:11). On the ma'amadot [the

early Prophets instituted twenty-four priestly watches, called mishmarot

`xephxan dicaer epax
:meid.oiwiqtn lkl:rxe`nd oirn`l` ,dyxtd oirn oixihtn oi`ydzxezayzecren zyxta

.mipdkegwe ekyn oey`x meia oixewy `nlr bedp `pci`de .ixiin `nw `neiae .fr e` ayk e` xey

.xeka lk il ycw ,iyilya .ediy`i gqta oixihtne ,ayk e` xey ,ipya .lblb gqta oixihtne ,mkl

zxiy ,iriaya .ecrena gqtd z` l`xyi ipa eyrie ,iyya .jl lqt ,iyinga .delz sqk m` ,iriaxa

cer oixihtne ,xekad lk oixew ,zeilb ly oexg` aeh mei `edy ipinya .cec xacie oixihtne ,mid

enrl aepa meidmeia .l`wfgi ly dakxna oixihtne ,iyilyd ycega ,oey`x aeh meia ,zxvra .c

y`xac ,dxy z` cwt 'de ,dpyd y`xa .wewaga oixihtne ,xekad lk oixew zeilb ly ipy aeh

oixihtne .dciwra ,ipy aeh meia .dpyd y`xa dcwtp `id mby dpga oixihtne ,dxy dcwtp dpyd

dgpna .`ype mx xn` dk oixihtne ,zen ixg`a oixew zixgy mixetkd meia .mixt` il xiwi oad

meia oixihtne ,fr e` ayk e` xey oixew bg ly miaeh mini ipya .dpeia oixihtne ,zeixra oixew

,bgd zepaxwa oixew bgd zeni lk x`ye .jlnd l` eldwie ,ipy aeh meiae .'dl `a mei dpd oey`x

,iyilyd meiae `xew iel ,ipyd meiae `xew odk ,cren ly eleg ly oey`x mei `edy iyily mei ,cvik

`xew odk ,iriaxd meiae .iyilyd meiae ipyd meiae `xewe xfeg iriaxde ,iriaxd meiae `xew l`xyi

meiae `xewe xfeg iriaxde ,iyingd meiae `xew l`xyi ,iriaxd meiae `xew iel ,iyilyd meiae

.dnly zelkk idie oixihtne ,xekad lk ,bg ly oexg` aeh meia mlek oke .iriaxd meiae iyilyd

oia cren ly elega zeidl lgy zaye .dyn zen ixg` idie oixihtne ,dkxad z`fe oixew xgnle

meia ,zekeqae .zeyaid zenvrd ,gqta ,oixihtne ,il` xne` dz` d`x oixew ,zekeqa oia gqta

:zekeqa bebne beb znglne ,gqtazeidl dcizrmizndziigzc ,epiciazxeqny .beb `eaezecnrna

.ziy`xa zyrnaziprz zkqna yxetn oz`ixw xcqe .ux`e miny eniiwzp zepaxwd liayay
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`N` ,zFllTA oiwiqtn oi` .zFllwE zFkxA§¨§¨¥©§¦¦©§¨¤¨
zAWaE iWingaE ipXA .oNM z` `xFw cg ¤̀¨¥¤ª¨©¥¦©£¦¦©©¨
on mdl oilFr oi`e oxcqM oixFw ,dgpOA©¦§¨¦§¦§¨§¥¦¨¤¦

,xn`PW ,oFAWgd(bk `xwie)z` dWn xAcie ©¤§¤¤¡©©§©¥Ÿ¤¤
ozevn ,l`xUi ipA l` ii icrnoixFw EdIW Ÿ£¥§¨¤§¥¦§¨¥¦§¨¨¤§¦
:FPnfA cg`e cg` lM̈¤¨§¤¨¦§©

`xephxan dicaer epax
:oexg` wxta.zellwe zekxaexfgie ,mlerl zeprxet d`a `hgd iwqr lry ricedl izewga m`

:mzxvn elvpie daeyza.oxcqk:meid zyxt xcqa.oeaygd on mdl oiler oi`emei ribiyk

:dgpna zayae iyingae ipya e`xwy dn e`xwie exfgi zay.dyn xacie xn`pyoizipzn dlek`

:crend oiprn crend lka zexwl devny o`kn cenll i`w

corresponding to each mishmar there

was a ma'amed made up of groups

selected from the entire Land, who

would gather in prayer during the

sacrificial offerings in Jerusalem and

read from the Torah] the account of

creation [indicating that the existence

of the world is dependant on the offerings in Jerusalem (see Ta'anit chapter 4)].

On fast days [proclaimed for calamities we read] the section of blessings and

curses (Leviticus 26) [indicating that sin causes calamities; however, on

permanent fast days we read lgie Exodus 32:11)]. The section of curses may not

be broken up; rather it must be read by one person. On Monday and Thursday,

and on shabbat and at minhah, we read the regular portion of the week and this

is not counted as part of the reading [for the next shabbat, and we start at the

beginning of the parshah]. As it is said: “And Moshe told the Children of Israel

the appointed seasons of the Lord” (Leviticus 23:44) implying that it is a precept

that [throughout the entire year] it [i.e., relevant portions of the Torah] should be

read in its season.
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