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Mishnah Megillah, chapter 3

(1) If the townspeople sell the village
square [an area that retains some
holiness as people use the square to
pray during fasts] they must use the
proceeds to purchase a synagogue
[however, the Sages disagree and
maintain that a square does not retain

any holiness, the halachah follows
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this view]. If they sell a [village]

synagogue they purchase with the proceeds an ark [a city synagogue may not be
sold since it was built with the intention that travellers would use it; hence it
belongs to the general public]. If they sell an ark they purchase with the proceeds
Torah covers. If they sell Torah covers they purchase with the proceeds scrolls
of Scripture. If they sell scrolls of Scripture they purchase with the proceeds a
Torah scroll [the concept being that the proceeds of a sale may only be used to
purchase something with a higher degree of holiness]. However, if they sold a
Torah scroll they may not purchase scrolls of Scripture. Scrolls of Scripture they
may not purchase Torah covers, Torah covers they may not purchase an ark, if
they sold an ark they may not purchase with the proceeds a synagogue, if they
sold a synagogue they may not purchase with the proceeds a town square and the
same applies to any leftover funds [after the purchase of a more holy article, since
this would be purchasing an item with a lower degree of holiness. All the
aforementioned is applicable only when the seven communal representatives
did not sell the items in the presence of the townspeople; however, if all the
townspeople were present then they may buy anything with the proceeds].
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Community property is not sold to an
individual since this lowers the degree
of holiness, these are the words of
Rabbi Yehudah. They said to him: If
that be the case then one should not be
permitted to sell from a large town to
a small town.
(2) A synagogue may not be sold [even
one community synagogue to another
community synagogue] unless there is
a condition that if they wish it may be
repurchased, these are the words of
Rabbi Meir [the halachah does not
follow Rabbi Meir]. But the Sages say
they may sell it permanently [even to
an individual], save for four purposes
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[it must be stipulated at the time of

sale that it may not be used] as a bathhouse, a tannery, a mikvah, or for a laundry
[or lavatory]. Rabbi Yehudah says: It is sold for a courtyard and the purchaser

may do as he pleases [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah].
(3) Rabbi Yehudah further stated: A synagogue that has been destroyed [must be
treated with respect and] one may not eulogize in it, nor does one twist ropes or
spread nets in it [or any other type of labor] and one may not spread produce to
dry on its roof, nor may it be used as a shortcut, as it is written: “I will desolate
your sanctuaries” (Leviticus 26:31), implying that they retain there sanctity even
when they are desolate. If grass grew over [the ruins], it may not be cut [and
be removed from there, however, one may cut it and leave it there], so as to
induce grief [and encourage its reconstruction.]

@) If the first of Adar falls on shabbat we read the section [in the Torah for
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of shekalim
with the
contribution which was

maftir]
dealing

[the portion
half-shekel

used to
purchase public offerings for the
following month of Nissan] (see
Exodus 30:11-16). If it falls in the
middle of the week we advance the
reading of shekalim to the shabbat
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before [Rosh Hodesh], and on the next

shabbat there is a break [in reading the second of the four parshiot, i.e., between
shekalim and zachor]. On the second shabbat we read the section of zachor
[dealing with the commandment to remember that which “Amaleik did to you on
the way” (Deuteronomy 25:17), so that it be the shabbat before Purim], on the
third shabbat [i.e., the shabbat after Purim] we read the section of parah adumah
[the red heifer (Numbers 19:1-22), forewarning the need to purify oneself before
the Pesah offering which must be offered in purity] and on the fourth shabbat we
read the section of HaHodesh Hazeh Lachem [dealing with the designation of
Rosh Hodesh Nissan as the first month of the year and the laws of Pesah. During
the special reading of the four parshiot we also read special corresponding
haftorah's from the Prophets]. On the fifth shabbat we return to our normal
[haftorah] reading schedule [which relates to the Parshah]. For all of the
following we interrupt [the regular haftorah reading]: For Rosh Hodesh, for
Hanukah, for Purim, for fasts, for the ma'amadot (see Ta'anit 4:2) and for Yom

Kippur.

(5) On [the first day of] Pesah we read the section of the festivals in Leviticus
[“When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born” (Leviticus 22:27 f.f.). However, today
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we follow the custom of reading:
“Withdraw or take for yourselves
sheep for your families” (Exodus
12:21 f.f)]. On Shavuot [we read the
section of the] seven weeks (see
Deuteronomy  16:9). On  Rosh
HaShanah [we start from]: “On the

seventh day of the first of the month”
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(Leviticus 23:23). On Yom Kippur

[we start from]: “After the death” (Leviticus 16:1). On the first day of Sukkot we
read the section of the festivals in Leviticus (Leviticus 22:27 f.f.) and on the other
days of Sukkot we read the section of the offerings of the festival (Numbers

29:17 f.f)).

(6) On Hanukah we read the section of the dedication of the altar by the princes
(Numbers 7:12 f.f)). On Purim: “And Amalek came” (Exodus 17:8). On Rosh
Hodesh: “And on your New Moons” (Numbers 28:11). On the ma'amadot [the
early Prophets instituted twenty-four priestly watches, called mishmarot

XMIv7212 7°72W 120
NTMNAW NI NWA5A T :yIRG PYn KROKIWNe Pyn Pavbon PR JIp10sn 9% ovn
P 1DWR MWK O PNpw KDY 7 KITRT ™1 K KRPA1.1Y K Qw3 IR MW 010D
22 93 7% wp S wibwa AWK AoBa PeMT ,Awa IX MW ,AwA 9393 1053 Pwam ,0aY
NYW ,Y7awa ITYINA Moan DK YXIW? 12wy wwa Q% Sos wrnna mhn oo ox v
TV 0D 192 93 PR, NTYa Sw AR 210 07 KITW PRw3A ST 02T uent o
o OKRPIM YW 1237103 Pvem S wHhwiT wTina IR 210 01 ,NIYYA STy a3 orn
WKIT W NK TPB M MW WA LA et ,Moan 9o pip nha Swoaw 2w
TTAM TPV AW 210 DI W WROA T1pDI K71 DAW N3 08m 11w Tp0l Mw
M1 .XWN 00 NK 713 7770Em MmN AKX YIp NN 07930 013 .07MeK 9 1pr 1an
o2 0Em LIV I QWD IR MW TIP AN YW D10 077 WA LTI PUam  NTya p
AT MA27P2A PP amT M 93 aRw A5nn HR5pM w210 01t U9 K2 0P i wsn
SUHWR O KYp M9 W 0171 KIP 3, 7Vm YW oin Sw piwrn o1 Kinw wrbw o1,y
XP 112,297 D121 W OWiT D11 W 021 KT NI YN VAT Ol Kp ORw?
D121 KIP1 M VAN W 0 KNP YR vnan o Kip 1Y o wbwn orm
MW M3 1M e 71930 93 a0 Sw PnK 21 oA 0% 191 2ynana o whwn
72 T Sw %I NS Snw naw wn mn K T aTbam 303 RN PP
0172 ,M131021 MW NTRYYT ,A083 1 0am /9K ImIK [INK AR PP M0 Pa nosa
MTAYRA 7 :n13:102 1311 313 NAAY!M M08 MY T NY DNKm NPANT, 1277 NMDAY .11 K12
NMYN N2oN3a wAIsn [KRMP 7701 7K1 DY 17PN MIATpT awaw WNDA Nwyna
Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.

Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



op R MEGILLAH 3

corresponding to each mishmar there
was a ma'amed made up of groups
selected from the entire Land, who
would gather in prayer during the
sacrificial offerings in Jerusalem and
read from the Torah] the account of
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creation [indicating that the existence

of the world is dependant on the offerings in Jerusalem (see Ta'anit chapter 4)].
On fast days [proclaimed for calamities we read] the section of blessings and
curses (Leviticus 26) [indicating that sin causes calamities; however, on
permanent fast days we read 91" Exodus 32:11)]. The section of curses may not
be broken up; rather it must be read by one person. On Monday and Thursday,
and on shabbat and at minhah, we read the regular portion of the week and this
is not counted as part of the reading [for the next shabbat, and we start at the
beginning of the parshah]. As it is said: “And Moshe told the Children of Israel
the appointed seasons of the Lord” (Leviticus 23:44) implying that it is a precept
that [throughout the entire year] it [i.e., relevant portions of the Torah] should be

read in its season.
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