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Mishnah Yadayim, chapter 3

) If a person puts his hands inside a
house smitten with leprosy, his hands
become impure in the first degree [the
house smitten with leprosy is an av
hatumah, and therefore, according to
Rabbi Akiva, conveys impurity of the
first degree to the hands which in turn
will cause a second degree defilement
to food which will in turn cause a third
degree disqualification of terumah].
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This is the opinion of Rabbi Akiva.

But the Sages say: His hands become impure [only] in the second degree.
Whatever conveys impurity to the garments at the time when he touches [the
impurity, i.e., if one touches any of the impure items specified in Zavim 5:7; e.g.,
the saliva of a zav] conveys a first degree of impurity to the hands [although he
who had come into contact with such impurity does not convey further impurity
to a man]. This is the opinion of Rabbi Akiva. But the Sages say: In such a case
he conveys a second degree of impurity. They said to Rabbi Akiva, Where do
we find anywhere that the hands become impure in the first degree? He said to
them, But how is it possible for them to become impure in the first [place in the
first] degree without his whole body becoming impure [for to suffer a first grade
impurity one must have contracted it from an av hatumah; but if the hands had
come into contact with such a grade of impurity, the whole body becomes
impure] except for this case [which is an exception]? Foodstuffs and vessels
which have been rendered impure by liquids convey a second degree of impurity

XT130727 17°721Y 1329
TR RALAI 71N Y QY [IYRYT L[*7IN2 TNR 7019 .AI7AN T yaina n2A% 1T o'tdna 2
QT 120 .IYaN NYWYA D'TAd NNUNA 7D w2 TNR 70191 DIY NNLVNI .ANNNA TNX 70191
AR DI van Nywa DT KALVA [N YADNY ,DATT XN 2192 PNT 20 91 1N At v
T2 VA1 DNI .RNIDD QXY YADR K7R YNNI R 'RY .A7NN NI'a%? onY% AwON
N7 rToodnan yin Ln7'nn o [DOY] Nixn7 T 'R L9 7D XNV ,NRNIVD AN
AN QAUYN KINY '9 7V QY L 1Iyan DYWL DT Xnonal L7210 X0l X7 I'T' 0'1dN DXV ,Vannn

NN Xnun 7aXK ,DTR NNUY7 DNAIVD AR AUYN 'R YL [IYRY NIYYY1 DYTa2 Xnu? RN



7w YADAYIM 3

to the hands. This is the opinion of
Rabbi Yehoshua. But the Sages say:
That which has been rendered impure
by an av hatumah conveys impurity to
the hands, but that which has been
rendered impure by a vilad hatumah
[e.g.,
impurity to the hands. Rabban Shimon

liquids] does not convey
ben Gamliel says: It once happened
that a certain woman came before my
father and said to him: “My hands

protruded into the air space inside an

AP DT 354

X LDMWIR DNOMm YU 27 737
DT NN NBOR TNRDT N2 KE0IY
WX DT DR KRR WK INR0T 7212
IR ORI AYR 2XPn3 12 TiyRY 121
T2 T 0393 12 YRR NIX 37 IRy
I MmN LCRY A7 W P 9D
TUK 32 NN TR CRYRY X7) ADNRD
X3 KO MY ,TT W RN
TRRYT TR DT MR NKROD N0
nx Yoien Y3 2 DT NN Xpon K
010\ o1 iy vl o b B O i ol IR S o1
JYI °21 727 AR NY KRR T

earthenware vessel [which had been WX .’ AW W PX 07 MR 0°0M
rendered impure].” He said to her:

“My daughter, what was the cause of its impurity [was it rendered impure by an
av hatumah or by a vlad hatumah, such as liquid]?” But I did not hear what she
said to him. The Sages said: The matter is clear [by the mere fact that he
questioned her]. That which has been rendered impure by an av hatumah conveys
impurity to the hands, but if by a vlad hatumah, it does not convey impurity to

the hands.

(2) Everything which renders terumah unfit [terumah is disqualified and rendered
unfit by anything which has a minimum of a second degree of impurity (see
Zavim 5:12 and the enumeration in the eighteen decrees of the School of
Shammai, Shabbat 14a), and] will convey a second degree of impurity to the
hands. One [unwashed] hand can convey impurity to the other hand. These [both
statements] are the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua. But the Sages say: That which
is a second degree of impurity cannot convey a second degree of impurity [and
thus will not convey defilement to the second hand]. He said to them: But do not
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[scrolls of] Holy Scriptures which are
a second degree of impurity render
impure the hands [as well]? [One of
the eighteen decrees enacted by the
School of Shammai was that the Holy
Scriptures rendered ferumah unfit on
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coming into contact with it; the reason

being, that the priests stored the terumah side by side with the scrolls of the Holy
Scriptures, with the result, that the mice, which gnawed the ferumah, nibbled also
at the scrolls. The object of this decree was to prevent this desecration. Scrolls
of the Holy Scriptures were thus declared to be in the second degree of impurity
so as to render ferumah unfit by contact with the scrolls (See Shabbat 14a). In
order to ensure that the Holy Scriptures would not be touched by bare hands, it
was further enacted that hands which touched a scroll of the Scriptures became
impure in the second degree, and therefore rendered terumah unfit.] They said
to him, The laws of Torah may not be argued from the laws of scribes, nor may
the laws of scribes be argued from the laws of Torah, nor may the laws of the
scribes be argued from [other] laws of the scribes. [The “scribes,” i.e., Shlomoh,
enacted that hands must be purified since they convey impurity. The scribes, i.e.,
the Rabbis, enacted that the Holy Scriptures convey impurity. Hence, one cannot
deduce that, just as in the case of the Holy Scriptures, a second degree of
impurity conveys a second degree of impurity, so in the case of other

defilements, a second degree of impurity conveys a second degree.]

3) The straps of the tefillin [when connected] to fefillin render impure the hands
[the tefillin contain four sections of the Pentateuch. The Sages thus extend the
principle that hands which have touched the Holy Scriptures render terumah
unfit]. Rabbi Shimon says: The straps of the fefillin do not render impure the

NTIv7272 7772 1127
TNNIVI .DMIDI0 MATN DMDIO MNAT XY MY AYIY QY KNYX L NIMY [NIYYY D2 DIvann
DX |'RNLNY YUTIEN ANdI 0T ANV [P AN7UT R DNI910 AT NIKNIbn D2 0T
ND1 N'¥NY DWD JNI?7 It T DT 'RE .01 12 NTRY 12T N' Do NaTa 'm 0'Ta
1PN K7T 'R0 L[N [IPNT 'RNT Y QYIY Y QY NINAI0 IRWA N DN LY DI WY UTIN
NIXAN D'T'N 7Y NTAWOT .D'T'A X NIXNLVNA ['79N YW NIIXY 2 YYIn' YD D070 'R Ipn K7

pwnY " on YW o nwita AW 0T 7Y Nl NfA ,AnNNn DX NIZ0I9Y 190 Nnnn



e YADAYIM 3

hands [even when connected to tefillin
(Tiferet Yisrael)].

@) The margin of a scroll [of a Book

of the Holy Scriptures] which is above
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fingerbreadths] or below, [the width of

the margin below, must be one handbreadth], or [the margin] at the beginning
[i.e., the beginning of the scroll. There must be a margin sufficient, for winding
round the circumference of the entire scroll, when rolled up just like a mezuzah,
which is rolled from its end to its beginning. This margin thereby serves as a
cover around the entire scroll. We are referring here to scrolls which do not have
“rollers” and separate cloth or metal covers such as we have in the synagogue],
or at the end [i.e, there must also be a margin at the end of the scroll sufficient
around the rod that will be sewed to the end of the scroll. All these margins,
when touched], render the hands impure. Rabbi Yehudah says: The margin at the
end does not render impure [the hands] until it has a rod [around which to roll
the scroll; Rabbi Yehudah is of the opinion that, until then, the margin at the end

has no holiness attached to it, since it can be cut away if desired].

(5) A scroll [of the Pentateuch] on which the letters were erased and eighty-five
letters remained, as many [letters] as are in the section beginning, “And it came
to pass when the ark set forward ...”. [(Numbers 10:35-36) These two verses
are considered to constitute a separate complete Book] renders impure the

hands. A single sheet [of a Pentateuch scroll] on which there are written

X1I1721 77721V 1329
n7un? NaMd N7 M9 NIW PNY on'mul run'me T vy "D adva pa J1D IR
21727 1> 119 N'Y X 190N NN .9I0AWI A7NNAY NDV NUNYZI NIYAYK W7Y 9T N0
ATTAT RMIT 7720 KN IM7'NNY 19100 1900w 1900 7D 7w Q' 2w'wd i 900 7D
¥ ,NTA7 DOIM KR DY 'RWD XPITE .TIY 7127 71D 191021 .ynw 1975 TNNA NNIR DDIIDT
TRy 7127 121,910 1900 7D 7127 JMX TN DN DR NN 7'2TAN 7AR LD NIwYY
D'N'217 MIY NN DYYMY KN 'R LYINAA DN DRYAY LIN7'NNY 19712 XD DX .IN7'NNa
TOIIN'NNA TIY 737 YTD 17 DWIYE XONQ XQQT NAR 192 POAKRT KD MY DAL .DImdl

191 1900 MIYN X' NYI9 NNIKY 'D7 LJNXRD YIoN ' NYI9d N 9101 1900 7D qpn



1w YADAYIM 3

eighty-five letters, as many as are in
the section beginning: “And it came to
pass when the ark set forward,”
renders impure the hands. All the Holy
Scriptures [i.e., not only the Books of
the Pentateuch but also the Prophets
and the Writings] render impure the
hands.
Ecclesiastes render impure the hands

The Song of Songs and
[since they are part of the Holy
Scriptures]. Rabbi Yehudah says: The
Song of Songs renders impure the
hands, [since it was inspired by Divine
Spirit,] but there is a dispute regarding
Ecclesiastes [Ecclesiastes was inspired
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solely by the wisdom of Shlomoh

himself]. Rabbi Yose says: Ecclesiastes does not render the hands impure, but
there is a dispute regarding the Song of Songs. Rabbi Shimon says: [The ruling
regarding] Ecclesiastes is one of the leniencies of the School of Shammai [that
it does not render impure the hands] and one of the stringencies of the School of
Hillel [that it does]. Rabbi Shimon ben Azzai said: I received a tradition from
the seventy-two [the Great Sanhedrin consisted of seventy-one members. Various
suggestions have been made to account for the additional one member referred
to in this Mishnah. According to Tosafot Sanhedrin 16b, beginning with the
words “ahad,” there was an additional member of the Sanhedrin known as the
Mufla, i.e., the distinguished member of the Sanhedrin who was first in authority]
elders on the day when they appointed Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah head of the
academy see (Berakhot 27b) that the Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes, render
impure the hands. Rabbi Akiva said: Far be it! No man in Israel disputed
regarding the Song of Songs [by saying] that it does not render impure the hands.
For the whole world is not as worthy as the day on which the Song of Songs
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was given to Israel; for all the writings
are holy, but the Song of Songs is the
holy of holies. Rather, if they had a
dispute, they had one only regarding
Rabbi
Yehoshua, the son of the father-in-law

Ecclesiastes. Yohanan ben

AP DT 358

DY WY TP 02N 23, oxe?

2 X7 1P7M3 X2 P9y oY) DT WTp

oW T 12 YT 12 120 027 e N

121 P70 T2 NI 13 7372 KIPY 21
93

of Rabbi Akiva, said in accordance with the words of [Rabbi Shimon] Ben Azzai:

They [indeed] disputed [both regarding the Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes], and

so they [also] reached a decision [that both, render impure the hands].
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