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Mishnah Yadayim, chapter 2

1) [By Rabbinic decree, hands always
have a second degree impurity (in
regard to: terumah, ma'aser sheini,
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and even non-sacred bread), unless :NRLR 0P 027 Y

they have been purified by pouring

water over them.] If a person pours water over one of his hands with a single
pouring motion, his hand becomes pure [even if there is less than a revi'it (of a
log) of water in the vessel. Such is the case only when he is not the first person
to wash his hands from the water in the vessel, rather washes them from a vessel
containing the remainder of what was once the required amount (i.e., revi'it), and
part of which was previously used by someone else. Thus, to purify one hand,
only one pouring motion is necessary]. [However, if he wishes to purify] both
hands, [even though the water is the remainder of the required quantity,] Rabbi
Meir declares: [One single pouring motion is not sufficient; rather, it must be
applied with two pouring motions, as far as the wrist. And if he poured with a
single pouring motion] they are impure until he pours a minimum of a revi'it of
water over them. [Rabbi Meir, therefore, necessitates two pouring motions where
the remainder of less than a revi'it of water is being used.] If a loaf of terumah
fell on the water, the loaf is pure. [L.e., if he has poured out a quarter of a log
over his hands the first time and the loaf of terumah fell in the water as it lay on
the ground, or if he touched it while his hands were still wet before he poured
the second water over his hands, the loaf is nevertheless, pure, since his hands
have been purified by the first water, which was a revi'it in quantity and just as
a revi'it purifies the hands, it also purifies itself.] Rabbi Yose declares it to be
impure [since he holds that the water itself, even though a revi'it, became impure

by having touched the hands].
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(2) If he poured the first time [being a
case where the vessel contained less
than a revi'it in quantity, but was the
residue of the “required quantity,”]
over his hands [while standing] in one
place, and the second time over his
hands [while
place, and a loaf of terumah fell on the

standing] in another
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first water [i.e., it fell on the spot

where the first water lay] the loaf becomes impure. But if it [only] fell on the
water of the second pouring motion it remains pure [because the second water is
pure]. If he poured the first and the second water [while standing] in one place,
and a loaf of terumah fell on it, the loaf becomes impure [because the second
water only makes the first water on the hands pure, but not the water on the
ground]. If he poured the first water over his hands and a splinter or a piece of
gravel is found on his hands [even though they do not block the water flow],
they remain impure, [even if he pours the second water over them], because [the
water on the splinter, or on the piece of gravel, becomes impure by coming into
contact with the hands, and] the second water only purifies the first water [when]
on the hands [but not the water which is on the splinter or gravel, which
consequently, defiles his hands]. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: If any water
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creature [falls on the hands while they

are being purified] they, nevertheless,

become pure. [Water creatures such

as, for example, water gnats are

treated as water; the law is not in

accordance with Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel].

(3 Hands become impure and are
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purified as far as the wrist. How so? If

he poured water the first time over the hands as far as the wrist and poured water
the second time over the hands and beyond the wrist and the latter flowed back
to the hands, the hands nevertheless, become pure. [All the regulations relating
to the impurity of hands apply only up to the wrist. Consequently, in this case,
the second water purifies the first water on the hands as far as the wrist only,
and as the first water did not flow beyond the wrist, the part of the second water
which did go beyond the wrist does not come into contact with the first water,
nor does it become impure by coming into contact with the skin beyond the wrist,
and therefore, the hands remain pure.] [However,] if he poured the first and the
second water over the hands and beyond the wrist and they both flowed back to
the hands, the hands are impure. [Beyond the wrist the second water cannot
purify the first water, and since the second water comes into contact with the
first water beyond the wrist, and then flowed back into the hands they are
impure.] If he poured the first water over one of his hands [i.e., over each of his
hands separately], and then, changed his mind, and poured the second water over
both his hands [held together], they are impure. [The first water on each hand
becomes defiled by coming into contact with the impure water on the other hand,
and in turn, defiles each hand. The second water therefore, does not purify them,
since each hand is now newly defiled]. If [however,] he poured the first water
over both his hands [therefore, both hands are considered as one,] and then,
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changed his mind, and poured the i7°7 D3 .77 i7° 0K i7°7 07aWT N
second water over one of his hands, X YWKXI2 .IXNY ,ANIAN2 ADYHYY NOX
his one hand becomes pure. If he 7 AwHM "YW 7oL 1AL Priza
poured water over one of his hands BV 'f;':?:_ﬁ A1 023 5y oo o733
and rubbed it on the other hand, both  ©72 7wyl PO T M7 072 WIAW
hands are [now] impure [since the

water on the hand which was washed becomes defiled as it touches the unwashed
hand, which in turn, defiles the previously washed hand]. If he rubbed the
washed hand on his head or on a wall [in order to dry it] the hand is pure. [If,
however, he were to retouch the now-impure water on his head or on the wall,
his hands would become defiled again.] Water may be poured over the hands of
four or five [persons; however,] each hand [must be] by the side of the other, or
above the other, provided that the hands are held loosely, so that the water flows
between them. [The Mishnah teaches, that four possible invalidating factors are
not relevant in this case — a) that the water became impure when it fell from
one person's hands to the others; b) that this is to be regarded as water with which
work was performed; c) that the water was not regarded as being poured from a
vessel; d) that they did not wash from the required revi'it — this is because it is

regarded as one large hand.]
@ If there was doubt whether any work has been done with the water
NT1307272 17°721Y 1329
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or not, or whether the water contains
the required quantity, or not, or
whether it is impure [i.e., impure for
the purpose of pouring the water over
the hands] or pure, then where there is
such a doubt, the water is considered
to be pure. Because they [the Sages;
see Taharot 4:7] have said in a case of
doubt concerning hands as to whether
they have become impure, or have
conveyed impurity, or have became
pure, they are all considered to be
pure. Rabbi Yose says, In a case [of
doubt as to] whether they have become
pure, they are considered to be impure.
How so? If his hands were pupre, and
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there were two impure loaves before

him, [impure food defiles the hands; see further 3:2] and there was a doubt
whether he touched them, or not, or, if his hands were impure and there were
two pure loaves [of ferumah, which are rendered unfit if touched by impure
hands] before him, and there was a doubt whether he touched them or not; or, if
one of his hands was impure and the other pure, and there were two pure loaves
[of terumah] before him, and he touched one of them, and there was a doubt
whether he touched it with the impure hand or with the pure hand; or if his hands
were pure and there were two loaves before him, one of which was impure and
the other pure, and he touched one of them, and there was a doubt whether he
touched the impure one or the pure one; or, if one of his hands was impure and
the other pure, and there were two loaves before him, one of which was impure
and the other pure, and he touched both of them, and there is a doubt whether
the impure hand touched the impure loaf, and the pure hand touched the pure
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loaf, or whether the pure hand touched — XPDI XUV 77V X 7L TV
the impure loaf, and the impure hand N2 0237 POV M2 D777 7wl
touched the pure loaf, the hands Y
remain in the same state as they were

before and the loaves remain in the same state as they were before.
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