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Mishnah Yadayim, chapter 1 X PO 077 3TN
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second-degree impurity, which invalidates ferumah and ma'aser sheni through
contact. Therefore, a priest must wash his hands in order to purify them before
coming into contact with ferumah. In order to make this habitual, the Rabbis
further instituted that hands must be washed by all before eating bread; this is
referred to as netilat yadayim.] A quarter of a log [a log being a liquid measure
equal to six eggs; hence, one quarter, is equal to one and a half eggs], of water
must be poured over the hands [in order to purify them] for one [person] and [if
there is left over, it] is even sufficient for two [since the second washes his hands
from a vessel containing the remainder of what once contained the proper
amount, namely a revi'if]; a minimum of half a log must be poured over the hands
[to be sufficient] for three or four persons. [According to this calculation, the
minimum for three should be 3/8. Nevertheless, half a log was required for fear
that each person, in concern for those that follow him would economize in the
use of the water not washing his hands properly. However, if there were 3/8 of
a log in the vessel and the first one used 1/8, it certainly would be valid for
another two persons, there being a full revi'it remaining, which the Mishnah says
above is sufficient for two.] One log or more [is sufficient] for five, ten, or one
hundred persons [not to be taken literally; rather meaning, that a minimum of a
log of water will suffice for any number as long as there is, physically, enough
water remaining to be poured over the hands of the last person, in the correct
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manner]. Rabbi Yose says: Provided
that there is not less than a quarter of
a log left for the last person [the
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yadayim is: One pours the water over
his hands up to his wrists. After the
first pouring motion, his hands are
pure. However, the water from the first pouring motion is, itself, defiled and his
hands, still being wet from that water, would defile ferumah, if they touched it.
Therefore, one pours a second time purifying the water still remaining on his
hands.] [If, in the second pouring motion, he didn't reach his wrists], additional
[water] may be added to the second water [and poured onto those areas], but
more may not be added to the first water [if he didn't reach his wrists in the first
pouring motion; rather, he must dry his hands and repeat the entire procedure].
(2) Water may be poured over the hands out of any kind of vessel, even out of
vessels made of animal dung, out of vessels of stone, or out of vessels of clay
[even though, these are not considered vessels in regard to being susceptible to
impurity, they are, nevertheless, considered vessels for the purpose of washing
the hands]. Water may not be poured from the sides of [broken] vessels or from
the bottom of a ladle [because they are broken parts of vessels and are not
considered vessels], nor from the cover of a barrel [since they are made to cover
liquids not to contain it]. Nor may anyone pour [water] over the hands of his
fellow out of his cupped hands because one may not draw [the spring water for
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the purification water], nor sanctify
[by pouring in the ash of the red cow],
nor sprinkle [the defiled object by
dipping hyssop into], the water of
purification, nor pour water over the
hands, except in a vessel. And only
vessels

[complete] closely covered

with a lid protect [their contents from
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impurity when in a tent with a dead

body (see Numbers 19:14-15)] and only [complete] vessels [which were inserted
into a larger defiled vessels which contained a dead sheretz] protect [their
contents from impurity] from [the inner airspace of the defiled] earthenware
vessels [which normally defile food within their inner airspace (see Leviticus

11:33-34 and Rashi there)].

3) If water has become unfit to be drunk by cattle; if it was in a vessel, it is
invalid [for netilat yadayim; the Sages instituted to pour only with such water
that is fit to be drunk by cattle], but if it was in the ground, it is valid [since the
water in the ground forms a mikvah and is valid for the purpose of immersing,
one may, therefore, certainly immerse his hands there as well]. If there fell into
it [the vessel containing water for netilat yadayim], ink, resin, or vitriol and its
color changed, it is invalid. If a person did any work with it, or [it happened that
he] soaked his bread in it [even without his intending to do so], it is invalid (see
Taz, Or HaHaim 160). Shimon of Teyman says: [Do you maintain that] even if
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he intended to soak his bread in one
water and it fell into another water
[that the one it fell into is invalid? In
such a case where there was limited
intent, I consider] it [the water] is
valid [i.e., not only where there was no
intent at all to soak his bread do I
argue and maintain that it does not
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invalidate the water, but even where
there was limited intent, such as, if he intended to soak in one and it fell in the
other, there, too, I maintain that it does not invalidate the water].
@) If he washed [dirty] vessels with it [water] or scrubbed [off matter which was
stuck in] measuring vessels with it, [the water] is invalid; if he rinsed vessels
which had already been rinsed [i.e., clean] or new vessels, it is valid. Rabbi Yose
invalidates [the water] if they were new vessels [although they are clean, it is
customary to rinse them first, before using them. The halachah does not follow
this view].

(5) Water in which the baker dips geluskin [i.e., bread of fine meal; the reference
here is to the dough, before it is baked], is invalid [for netilat yadayim]; but if
he [merely] moistened his hands in it [and then smoothed the bread with his wet
hands], it is valid [because no work has been done with the actual water in the
vessel]. All are fit to pour water over the hands, even a deaf-mute, an imbecile
or a minor. One may place a barrel between his knees and pour out the water [as
long as the water is poured out through human action, it is valid], or he may tilt
the barrel onto its side and pour it out. [Once he has tilted the barrel onto its
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side and the water is flowing, he may  .0°7"% “vi1 Ripm .2vin A7% %y map
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valid since the flow originated through

human action.] An ape may pour water over the hands [this Tanna requires the
pouring to be caused through an action and, not necessarily, human action].
Rabbi Yose invalidates these [latter] two cases [as he maintains that netilat
yadayim requires direct human action; hence, the flow from the barrel, even
though caused by human action, is not sufficient, nor is an action caused by an

ape sufficient].
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