T3P MIKVAOT 10

Mishnah Mikvaot, chapter 10

(1) Any handles of vessels which were
inserted in an improper manner [i.e.,
the handle of a hammer inserted off
center into the hammer head] or, if
inserted properly, were not yet
finished, or, if finished, but afterwards,
broke [in all these cases, the handle

cannot be considered a permanent or
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an essential part of the vessel and]

they [therefore] interfere [by preventing the water access to that part of the vessel
where the handle is attached]. If a vessel is immersed with its mouth downwards,
it is as though it had not been immersed [because air pockets remain in the vessel
which prevent the water from touching the inner side of the vessel]. If immersed
in the regular manner [its face upward], but without the ziborit [a long hollow
handle, or hollow attachment, to the vessel, which rises above the mouth of the
vessel and is still out of the water, it becomes purified] only if turned on its side [to
enable the water to reach the inside and outside of the ziborit, as well as the rest
of the vessel]. If a vessel is narrow at each end and broad in the center, it
becomes purified only if turned on its side [to enable the air to escape so that
the water may fill it completely]. A flask which has its mouth bent downwards
[into the flask, in order to prevent the escape of the liquid when the flask turns
over, is impossible to immerse so that water should reach all of the inner space
and it] becomes purified only if a hole is made at the side [so that the air pocket
escapes freely through the hole; after its immersion it is plugged up]. An inkpot
of laymen [i.e., private persons who are not professional scribes. The inkpot was
made in the same fashion, with the rim of its mouth turned inwards] becomes
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8P MIKVAOT 10

purified [with immersion] only if a
hole is made at the side. The inkpot of
Yosef the Priest had a hole at its side
[in accordance with this rule].
(2) A mattress and a cushion of leather
require that the water enter inside them
[since they are sometimes opened to
change their stuffing]; however, a
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[small] round pillow,
bootmaker's last,
phylactery [these are not usually
opened and therefore], it is not
necessary for the water to enter into them. This is the general rule: Any article
whose stuffing is not usually removed or put in may be immersed unopened.
3) The following [knots are permanent in nature and] do not require that water
enter into them [and, therefore, do not need to be undone before immersion];
knots [that tie up holes and tears in the clothes] of a poor man, [knots made with
loose threads at the edge of garments to form] tassels, [knots] in the thong of a
sandal, in a head-phylactery if it is tight,and in an arm-phylactery if it [the knot]

does not move up or down [the strap], [the knots] in the handles of a water-skin,
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3P MIKVAOT 10

or in the handles of a [shepherd's]
pouch [these are all permanent knots
and are an integral part of the vessel].
@) The following [knots do] require
that water enter into them: the knot in
[which has
opening at the neck, that is drawn to

an undershirt a wide

close the opening and] which are tied
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by the shoulders; likewise, the hem of 7y , MW A7 °371 .70 OpR 7Y
a sheet [which serves as a curtain with

folds at the top hem] must be stretched out [and then immersed]; and the knot of
a head-phylactery, if it is not fastened tightly, or of the arm-phylactery if it moves
up and down [the strap]; and the laces of a sandal. Clothes which are immersed
when they have just been washed [which are still wet and are full of folds and
wrinkles] must be kept immersed until they send up bubbles [which show that
the water still adhering to the clothes has mingled with the water of the mikvah,
and has thus become part of the water of the mikvah. It is not necessary then to
wait for the bubbles to cease], but if they are immersed when dry, they must be
kept immersed until they throw up bubbles and then wait until the bubbling
ceases [when we may assume that the water of the mikvah has penetrated into

all the folds and wrinkles of the clothes].

(5) Any handles of vessels which are too long and which will be cut shorter, need
only be immersed up to the point of their proper measure [where they will be
cut, the rest is not considered as belonging to the vessel (based on the principle
of that which stands ready to be cut off is considered as if already cut) and
therefore does not require immersion]. Rabbi Yehudah says: [They are not
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3P MIKVAOT 10

purified] until they are completely
immersed [the halachah does not
follow Rabbi Yehudah]. The [proper
length for the] chain of a large bucket,
is four handbreadths [anything longer
would make the pail too heavy to lift],
and that of a
handbreadths; and they need only be

small bucket ten
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immersed up to the point of their » N5D .'7:_1!; x> ﬂ'?x; ,ﬁ’?’at;m: TRYR
proper measure [even if this ends in

the middle of a link]. Rabbi Tarfon says: It is not purified [if the proper measure
ends in the middle of the link] unless that whole link is immersed. A rope tied
to a basket is not considered as attached [and is not an integral part of the basket]
unless it has been sewn on [therefore, when not sewn on, it must be undone

before the basket is immersed].

(6) [Defiled water can be purified by (hashakah) filling it in a vessel in which it
is immersed to the rim; when the water in the vessel establishes contact with the
water of the mikvah it becomes connected to the mikvah and purified.] The
School of Shammai say: Hot water may not be immersed in cold, nor cold in hot,
foul in fresh, nor fresh in foul [the water to be immersed, in order to be considered
as connected, must be of the same kind as the water of the mikvah]. But the
School of Hillel say: It may be immersed [i.e., hashakah]. If one immersed a
[defiled] vessel [which was] full of liquids [other than water], it is as though it
[the vessel] had not been immersed [since these liquids do not mingle with the
water of the mikvah, and, therefore, they interfere between the inner wall of the
vessel and the water of the mikvah. If, however, they did mingle, as would be
evidenced by their subsequent appearance of water, it would be a valid
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immersion]; if it was full of urine, this
is reckoned as water [and doesn't
interfere]; if it contained water of

purification [which consists of spring
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water mixed with the ashes of the red '7; 07D *¥M22 IMA7 PR '?10;)? 1"27vEn
heifer (see Numbers 19:2) this water,

on account of its importance, cannot be considered as mingled with the
(relatively simple) water of the mikvah by merely making contact, unless the
latter exceeds it in quantity], [it is impure] unless the water [of the mikvah which
enters the vessel] is more than the water of purification. Rabbi Yose says: Even
if a vessel with the capacity of a kor [= 30 se'ah] contains only a quarter-log [1
log = 1/720 of a kor, i.e., 1/2,880th of liquid other than water, or of water of
purification], it is as though it had not been immersed [i.e., one must empty the
vessel in order to immerse it; however, if it contained less than a quarter-log of

other liquids, it would be valid; the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yose].

(7) All foods combine together to make up half of a (pras) half-loaf [i.e., a quarter
loaf, which according to Rashi is a bulk of two eggs, or of an egg and one half,
according to the Rambam] which makes the body unfit [i.e., if a man ate small
quantities of defiled foods of different kinds, these quantities may be added
together to make up the minimum quantity of defiled food which renders a person
Rabbinically unfit for eating terumah (this being one of the eighteen rulings
instituted while in the upper chamber of Hananiah ben Hizkiah, see Shabbat
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1:4)]. All liquids combine together [if
a person drank small quantities of
defiled liquids of different kinds] to
make up the quarter-log which
[Rabbinically] makes the body unfit.
This forms a rule of greater stringency
in the case of one who drinks defiled
liquids than in the case of the mikvah,
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for in this case they have made all

other liquids like water [to combine with water in order to make up the required
quantity to render unfit, while in the case of a mikvah, three log of other liquids
will not disqualify a mikvah before it had the forty se'ah, nor would they combine

with thirty seven se'ah of water to make up the minimum forty se'ah].

8) If one ate defiled foods or drank defiled liquids [other than water], and he
immersed himself [in a mikvah] and then vomited them up [before they had
remained in the stomach sufficiently long for digestion], they are still defiled,
because they did not become purified in the body [defiled foods and liquids in
the body, with the exception of water, are not purified by immersion of the body].
[However,] if one drank defiled water and immersed himself and then vomited
it up, it is pure because it became purified in the body [as defiled water is purified
by immersion of the body through hashakah (see above Mishnah 6)]. If one
swallowed a pure ring and then went into the tent of a corpse [or any other
premises with remains of a dead human body]; if he sprinkled himself once and
twice [with the water of purification, in accordance with the law in Numbers
19:19] and immersed himself and then vomited it up, it remains as it was before
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[the ring remains pure, because a 920 XY NY2L Y22 .ANIY NI X7
swallowed article is not affected by 7 .JAXRDY XY ,AXPT 1A 22X
the defilement of the person after .P¥IT 7873 NI 1272 ,07X2 210N XY
swallowing it]. If one swallowed a Anmna '?;ﬁN'! ) 10 AR IR DX
defiled ring, he may immerse himself

and eat terumah [the ring had a principal defilement (av hatum'ah), and by
coming in contact with it before swallowing it, the person became defiled, and
requires immersion before eating ferumah]; if he vomited it up, it is [still] defiled
[it did not become pure by the person's immersion as above] and it now renders
him defiled [by coming in contact with the ring in the act of vomiting it out]. If
an arrow was stuck into a man, it interferes [with immersion] so long as it is
visible [it sticks out of the body]; but if it is not visible, he may immerse himself
and eat terumah [even if the arrow is defiled, because an object enclosed in the

body does not defile, this is referred to as tumah b'luah].
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