This eChok volume of
Deuteronomy
Volume 1

is Dedicated in honor of

Lilian and Nathan
Haber

Dedicated by
Amy and Jimmy




1w arh JannN 104

TORAH 7N

TAYW Nawn M ND0INM TR 12 PRYA? 1’2 ow v 9T T TAID O X 0°P10D AYyAIR NX"P2 12°

';}:{5:’ s B 2 PAYY D MYE P2 97 N°32 203 vs
o e DDBWRI-ONY DPROAOR YRY DRI
;:ﬂzmng‘? Rt ;13;:?3 um'? mwb o8 'm'm DIN 'nzm
o e meho WX PINT-PN DR DOR PN
iznps:;;:x;; ,33};;;; 1957 K 2 .n:b m: n:vnzx n'm m'r’
Ls '\UDB man '[13737331 Nzﬂ Nb’ n:nx 1‘”373 ’:JN 1WN 1:11 '737
s ;;Jg:z?gs 5?5 ’x::.;z: m-rv ngn- nx ﬂmz;'? amn umn
Lo :0ONN TER DX WN DN

m'r’ YN nx mmn z::’:wy 2

NN 50 WK BRI9 %D 11:79 byaa

1:177: oK T 11’7:&;1 wa by3

IR TIS?EJ 173722 ) A Ak
5y2 M2 U g X723 '7:

I Tx‘?x » Y MiyD
(29) And we dwelled in the valley opposite Bet Peor. 4. (1) And now, O Israel,
hearken to the statutes and to the judgments which I teach you to do, in order
that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord, God of your
fathers, gives you. (2) Do not add to the word which I command you, nor
diminish from it, that you may observe the commandments of the Lord your
God which I command you. (3) Your eyes have seen what the Lord did at Baal
Peor; for every man that went after Baal Peor, the Lord your God exterminated

from among you.
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RASHI

29 And we dwelled in the valley
[opposite Bet Peor] — and you attached
yourselves to idol worship, yet, even so,
4. 1) And now, O Israel, hearken to the
statutes — and you will be forgiven for
everything. But I was not privileged to be
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forgiven. (Sifrei) (2) Do not add — for instance, by inserting five chapters in the tefillin

[instead of four]; by using five species for the [commandment of] lulav [on Succot] instead of

four]; or by attaching five fringes [instead of four]. And so too, W7D X9,
[from it i.e., three instead of four].”

“nor diminish
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(7) The grass shall dry out, the blossom shall wilt, for a wind from the Lord
has blown upon it; behold the people is grass. (8) The grass shall dry out, the
blossom shall wilt, but the word of our Lord shall last forever. (9) Upon a lofty
mountain ascend, O herald of Zion, raise your voice with strength, O heralds
of Jerusalem; raise [your voice], fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold
your God!” (10) Behold the Lord God shall come with a strong [hand], and His
arm rules for Him; behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense is

before Him.
RASHI e
(7) 221 — means to wilt. 10) with a strong  :ya% DywT Yy LK pIna () (wna 521 (1)
[hand] ro0 mete out retribution to the wicked. Tam DR N 1Y YovY inbym Mo
Behold His reward is with him — iz is

prepared with Him for the righteous.
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(20) Though you have crushed us into a place of serpents, and covered us with
a shadow of death. (21) Have we forgotten the name of our God, or spread forth
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death. — /with] darkness, but nevertheless,



P VA'ETCHANAN FOR MONDAY

X170 1282 X391 RITPN
:X72212 ’nbm xmyv‘?
N7 YD NN N'?‘l a5
x:’a *PRY 0730 KT 0T

1w arh JannN 106

ninbyn ¥ K172 NNTTRM 2R KD an
INE3 uPnd oo m'm 1"7;7": 1 125

3w

© IXO3I7 XTORT KI¥D NIIDTIN NpP 23

our hands to a strange god?! (22) Would not God search this out? For He knows
the secrets of the heart. (23) It is for Your sake that we are slain all the day, that
we are regarded as sheep for the slaughter.

RASHI
“Have we forgotten...?!” (23) nNaL IXXD

[means] as sheep for the slaughter.

Mishnah Chagigah, chapter 1

(1) All are obligated to be seen [in the Temple
Courtyard on the three Festivals], except for
the deaf person, the mentally incompetent, the
minor, the person of indeterminate gender, the
androgynous, women, slaves who were not
freed, the lame, the blind, the ill, the minor and
whoever cannot make the pilgrimage on his
own legs. Who is a minor? Whoever is
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incapable of riding on his father's shoulders

and going up from Jerusalem to the Temple Mount; the opinion of the School of Shammai. But
the School of Hillel say, Whoever is incapable of holding his father's hand and going up from
Jerusalem to the Temple Mount, as it is said, “Three Festivals” (Exodus 23:14) [lit., three feet
i.e., three times on foot, hence applying only to those who can walk]. (2) The School of Shammai
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say, The seen”

burnt-offering must be worth] two silver

“being [pilgrimage
[me’ah], and the chagigah [festal-offering] one
silver me'ah. And the School of Hillel say, The
“being seen” [burnt-offering] one silver me'ah,
and the chagigah two silver [me'ah]. (3) The
burnt-offerings on the Festival come from the
non-sacred, and the shelamim [peace-offerings
may be brought] from the tithes [i.e., second
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tithe money]. [Regarding those of] the first

[full-holiday,] day of Pesach, the School of Shammai say, From the non-sacred. But the School
of Hillel say, [Even] from the tithes [in certain cases]. (4) Israelites fulfill their obligation [of
shelamim, brought to provide the family with meat in order to observe “you shall rejoice in your
feast” Deuteronomy 16:14] with those of[i.e., given as] vows and freewill-offerings and the tithes
of animals; the priests [fulfill their obligation] with sin-offerings and guilt-offerings, firstborn, and
the breast and the thigh [gifts the priests receive from sacrifices], but not with fowl and not with
meal-offerings. (5) Whoever has many eaters [i.e., people, in his household] and few possessions,
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brings many peace-offerings [since their meat
may be eaten] and few burnt-offerings;
[whoever has] many possessions and few
eaters, brings many burnt-offerings and few
peace-offerings. Regarding the one who has
few of each, it is said, “A silver me'ah and two
silver;” regarding the one who has many of
each, it is said, “[Every] man [will bring] as
much as he can afford, according to the
blessing of the Lord your God which He has
given you.” (Deuteronomy 16:17) (6) Whoever
did not celebrate [by bringing the appropriate
sacrifices] on the first [full-holiday] day of the
Festival, celebrates [on any day of] the entire
Festival, even on the last [full-holiday] day of
the Festival [i.e., on Shmini Atzeret, even
though it is regarded as a separate holiday]. If
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the Festival passed without his having

celebrated, he is not liable for his responsibility [i.e., to make up the sacrifices at a later time].
Regarding this it is said, “That which is crooked cannot be made straight, and that which is
lacking cannot be counted.” (Ecclesiastes 1:15) (7) Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya says, What is the
“which is crooked” which cannot be made straight? This refers to the one who has relations with
a woman forbidden to him and she bears a mamzer; for should you say that this refers to the thief
and the robber, he can return what he stole and [thereby it can] be made straight. Rabbi Shimon
ben Yochai says, “That which is crooked” is applied only to one who initially was straight and
became crooked. Who is this? This is a Torah scholar who withdraws from the Torah. (8) The
cancellation of vows floats in the air [i.e., has little Scriptural support], and they have nothing on
which to support themselves [in Biblical teaching, and depend only on the Oral tradition]. The laws
of the Sabbath, [the laws of] the chagigot and of misappropriation of Temple property are as
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mountains suspended from a hair, for they have
sparse Scriptural references yet they have
many laws. [Monetary] laws and services [i.e.,
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the laws of sacrifice], [the laws] of purity and
impurity and of forbidden relations have support; [however all of them] are integral portions of
the Torah.
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Gemara Chagigah 3a

Our Rabbis taught: Once Rabbi Yochanan ben
Beroka and Rabbi Elazar ben Chisma went to
pay their respects to Rabbi Yehoshua at
Peki'in. He said to them, “What new teaching
was there in the Bet ha-Midrash [study hall]
today?” They replied: “We are your disciples,
and we drink your waters” [i.e., we cannot
speak before you]. He said to them, “Even so,
it is impossible for a Bet ha-Midrash session to
pass without some new teaching. Whose
Sabbath was it [to lecture]?” “It was the
Sabbath of Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah,” [they
replied]. “And what was the theme of his
aggadic [i.e., non-legal] discourse today?”
“The portion of Hakhel

2

They answered,

[Assemble the people (Deuteronomy
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31:10] “And what did he expound on it?” “Assemble the people, the men and the women and
the little ones” — the men came to learn, [and] the women came to hear, but why do the little
ones come? In order to grant a reward to those that bring them. He said to them, “There was a
fine jewel in your hand, and you sought to deprive me of it.” He further expounded: “You have
declared allegiance to the Lord this day ... and the Lord has declared allegiance to you this day”
(Deuteronomy 26:17-18) — the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel: You have made Me a
unique object of your love in the world and I shall make you a unique object of My love in the
world. You have made Me a unique object of your love, as it is written: “Hear O Israel: the Lord
our God, the Lord is One,” (Deuteronomy 6:4) and I shall make you a unique object of My love,
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as it is said, “And who is like Your people
Israel, one nation on earth.” (I Chronicles
17:21) And he [Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryeh]
also began to expound: “The words of the wise
are as goads and as well planted nails, are the
words of masters of assemblies, which are
given from one Shepherd” (Ecclesiastes
12:11) — why are the words of the Torah
likened to a goad? To teach you that just as the
goad directs the heifer along its furrow in order
to bring forth life to the world, so the words of
the Torah direct those who study them, from
the paths of death, to the paths of life. But
[should you think] that just as the goad is
movable, so too, the words of the Torah are
movable [i.e., not permanent], therefore the
“nails.” But [should you think] that
just as the nail diminishes [the wall] and does

text says;

not increase, so too, the words of the Torah
diminish and do not increase, therefore the text
says; “well planted” just as the plant grows and
increases, so the words of the Torah grow and
increase. “The masters of assemblies;” these
are the disciples of the wise, who sit in many
assemblies and occupy themselves with the
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Torah, some, pronouncing unclean and others, pronouncing clean, some prohibiting and others
permitting, some disqualifying [to act as witnesses, or as priests] and others declaring fit. Should
a man say: How in these circumstances [in view of the contradictory opinions held by the
scholars], shall I learn Torah? Therefore the text says: “All of them are given from one Shepherd
[i.e., the various opinions emanate from one Torah, and no one brings proof to uphold his opinion
from another Torah].” One God gave them; one leader uttered them from the Mouth of the Lord
of all creation, [i.e., no one quotes a prophet, to dispute the law of Moshe] blessed be He; for it
is written; “And God spoke all these words.” (Exodus 20:1) Also, make your ear like the hopper
[i.e., listen to them all, and when you are capable of discerning the proper interpretation, accept
it] and make your heart perceptive to understand the words of those who pronounce unclean and
the words of those who pronounce clean, the words of those who prohibit and the words of those
who permit, the words of those who disqualify and the words of those who declare fit. He [Rabbi
Yehoshua, then] spoke to them [his disciples] in the following words: It is not an orphan
generation in which Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah lives.
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Yosef Le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sefer Chasidim, Chapter 155

The evil inclination is beneficial for man, for if
the evil inclination did not rule man, what
reward would he receive for doing good? Now,
however, that his good inclination overpowers
him and subjugates him for the sake of the
Holy One, blessed be He, he therefore has a
good recompense. Yet for the wicked, the good
inclination is bad for them. For if had they not
experienced the good inclination, they could
have argued, we did not know the nature of the
good inclination. When an opportunity that is
the will of the Holy One, blessed be He,
presents itself to you and out of shame you
refrain and abstain from doing it, because it is
difficult for you to do, or it seems far from you,
or if your evil inclination overpowers you to
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transgress, or to do [evil] — consider, if this were a time of persecutions, you would endure all
manner of suffering or death for the Creator. as it is said, “Therefore do the maidens love you.”
(Song of Songs 1:3) And if they wanted to kill you or inflict pain, causing death to be preferable
to life, you would endure everything. How much more so should this be, regarding this case. For
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it is not so great a thing, rather, it is only your
inclination overwhelming you. And a person
who subjugates his evil inclination receives a
greater reward than one who performs a
hundred
incitement from his inclination to do otherwise.

commandments, without any
For the Sages said, “There is no reward for the
commandments which will be observed in the
future. ‘Until the evil days come’ (Ecclesiastes
12:1) — this refers to old age — ‘and the years
come when you will say, I have no desire for
them’ — this is the Messianic era, in which
there will be neither merit nor liability.”
Therefore it is better to do something for which
one's evil inclination overwhelms him, and to
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defeat his inclination for the sake of his Creator, than to do other commandments to which the

evil inclination pays no attention. You should not say that all the commandments are of equal

value, the minor as the major. Greater sin will be borne by one who transgresses a hundred

commandments, which the evil inclination did not urge him to do, than one who violates
commandments that the inclination did urge him to do.

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 13

(1) Whoever goes up to read [a portion] in the
Torah, begins with a good verse and ends with
a good verse. But in the portion of Ha'azinu
(Deuteronomy 32), the first one reads up to
“Remember the days of old.” (verse 7) The
second begins with “Remember the days of
old” and reads up to “He made him ride.”
(verse 13) The third reads from “He made him
ride” up to “And the Lord saw, and spurned;”
(verse 19) the fourth, from “And the Lord saw,
and spurned” up to “If they were wise;” (verse
29) the fifth, from “If they were wise” up to
“For I lift up My hand to heaven;” (verse 40)
the sixth, from “For I lift up My hand to
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heaven” to the end of the song. Why do they stop at these matters? Because they constitute rebuke,
so that the people will repent. (2) The eight verses at the end of the Torah may be read in the
synagogue with fewer than ten men present. Even though it is all Torah, and Moshe said it by



MR VA'ETCHANAN FOR MONDAY

the word of God, nevertheless since these
verses sound as though they came after
Moshe's death, they are different. Therefore
[even] an individual may read them. (3) The
curses in Leviticus are not interrupted, rather
one person reads them all. He begins with the
verse preceding them and concludes with the
verse following them. Regarding the curses in
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Deuteronomy, if one wishes to pause in the midst of them, he may do so. However, it has become

the practice of the people not to pause, but to have one person read it all.
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(4) But you who cleaved to the Lord your God are alive, all of you, this day.
(5) Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the Lord my God
commanded me, that you should do so in the midst of the land to which you
are coming to possess. (6) Keep them and do them; for this is your wisdom and
your understanding in the eyes of the peoples, who, when they hear all these
statutes, they will say, Only this great people is a wise and understanding nation.

RASHI

6) Keep them — This is to study. And do
them — As it implies: And you shall do. For
this is your wisdom and your
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understanding [in the eyes of the peoples] — Through this you will be considered wise





