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(6) By the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, will he be put to death;
he must not be put to death by the mouth of one witness.(7) The hand of the
witnesses will be first upon him, to put him to death, and afterwards the hand
of all the people. So will you exterminate the evil from among you.(8) If there
will be a matter that eludes you in judgment, between blood and blood, between
plea and plea or between lesion and lesion, words of argument within your

RASHI

6) [By the mouth of] two witnesses, or
three [witnesses, will he be put to
death] — But if testimony can be established
through two witnesses, why then does
Scripture specify “or three”? It does so, to

draw a comparison between [testimony of]
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considered one wunit, so too, are three
witnesses considered onefunit, and they are
not subject to the laws of “plotting witnesses”
T @77Y, unless all of them are proven to be “plotting witnesses.” (Makkot 5b) (8) If [there
will be a matter] that eludes you [in judgment] — The term of X297 always denotes
detachment and separation; here then it means that the matter is detached and hidden from
you. If [there will be a matter] that eludes you [in judgment,] between blood and
blood — between impure blood of menstruation, and blood that may be pure. (Niddah 19a)
Between plea and plea — between a judgment of innocent and a judgment of guilty.
Between lesion and lesion — Between an impure lesion and a lesion that may be pure.
Words of argument [within your gates| — whereby the sages of the city [the judges]

differ in their opinion on the matter, one declaring it impure, the other pure; one ruling guilty,
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gates, then you will rise, and go up to the place which the Lord your God will

choose. (9) And you will come to the Levite priests, and to the judge who will

be in those days; and you will investigate, and they will tell you the words of

judgment.(10) And you will do, according to the word which they will tell you,

from that place which the Lord will choose; and you will keep to do according
to all that they instruct you.

RASHI

the other innocent. Then you will rise, and
go up [to the place which the Lord your
God will choose] — This teaches us that
the Temple [the seat of the Sanhedrin, the
Supreme Court] was on a higher elevation
than all other places. (Sifrei; Sanhedrin 87a)
¢ [And you will come to] the Levite
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priests — i.e., the priests, who descend from the tribe of Levi. And to the judge who will

be in those days — And even though this judge may not be [of the same stature] as previous

judges, nevertheless, you must listen to him, for you only have the judge who lives in your days.
(Rosh Hashanah 25b).

PROPHETS Isaiah 51-52
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51. (22) So said your Master, the Lord, and your God Who shall judge [the case
of] His people, “Behold, I took from you the cup of weakness; the dregs of the
cup of My wrath — you shall no longer continue to drink it. (23) And I will
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place it into the hand of those who cause you to wander, who said to your soul,
‘Bend down and let us cross,” and you made your body like the earth and like
the street for those who cross.” 52. (1) Awaken, awaken, put on your strength,
O Zion; put on the garments of your beauty, Jerusalem the Holy City, for no
longer shall the uncircumcised or the unclean continue to enter you. (2) Shake
yourselves from the dust, arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; free yourself of the bands
of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion. (3) For so said the Lord, “You were
sold for nought, and you shall not be redeemed for money.”

RASHI K/
51.(23) Those who cause you to wander —  :yIX% "0i1 W pH050m Pyan aain ()
Those who cause you to wander and to move. ¥ SaW [y IXT 12 .M () 7721 5y 172y
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yourself — Untie yourself. 3) You were

sold for nought — “Nought” [means] the Evil Inclination. And you shall not be redeemed

for money — only with repentance.
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75. (10) But as for me, I will declare forever, I will sing praises to the God of
Yaakov. (11) And the horns [pride] of the wicked I will cut off; but the horns of

RASHI !
75. 10) But as for me, I will declare (X)) “nman iNnPI NX .O7Y7 AR IR ()
forever — His retribution and His might. PTTY MR RN IR LOK LYTAR

(11) ¥R [means]I will cut off, and then — the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.
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the righteous shall be lifted up. 76. (1) For the leader, with string-music. A psalm
of Asaf, a song. (2) In Judah is God known; His name is great in Israel. (3) In
[Jeru]Salem His tabernacle is set, and His dwelling place in Zion.

RASHI
76. 3) In [Jeru]Salem — i.e., in Jerusalem.
His tabernacle — His delight. And His
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dwelling place — the resting of His Presence.

Mishnah Sotah, chapter 6

(1) If a person was jealous [i.e., raised a formal
accusation] against his wife and she was
secluded [with a presumed paramour], even if
he [the husband] heard of this from a flying
bird, [i.e., vague rumor, and he does not allow
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her to drink] she goes forth [i.e., is divorced]
and he must give her [the amount of] the
ketubah; the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi Yehoshua says, [She is not forbidden to her
husband] until the women who spin by moonlight discuss her [i.e., her behaviour had given rise
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to public speculation]. (2) If a single witness said, “I saw that she defiled herself”, she would not
drink [the water, for one witness is sufficient to remove doubt in regard to drinking the water and
the water was only used when her guilt was in question]. And this is not all; even a slave, [and]
even a maidservant, are believed to negate her right to her ketubah [i.c., marriage settlement].
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Her mother-in-law, the daughter of her
mother-in-law, her fellow wife, the wife of her
husband's  brother, husband's
daughter— they [all] are believed; not to

and her

negate her right to her ketubah, but rather so
she will not drink [the water]. (3) It might
logically be learned [as a kal ve-chomer]: If the
first testimony [that she secluded herself with
another man], which does not prohibit her [to
her husband] forever [for the water may prove
her innocent], is not established by less than
two [witnesses], is it not the law that the last
testimony [about her defilement], which does
prohibit her [to her husband] forever, is not
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established by less than two [witnesses]?

Scripture, however, states; “and there be no witness against her” (Numbers 5:13), [that she is
defiled, and then she is given to drink] teaching, [but] whatever witness there is against her
[cancels her status as a sotah, and the need for her to drink, since this witness is trustworthy].
We now can learn from this, applying a kal/ ve-chomer, about the first testimony: If the last
testimony, which does prohibit her [to her husband] forever, is established by a single witness,
then should it not be the law also that the first testimony, which may not prohibit her [to her
husband] forever, be established by a single witness as well? Scripture, however, states; “because
he has found some unseemly matter [davar] in her,” (Deuteronomy 24:1) and elsewhere it says,
“at the mouth of two witnesses ... the matter [davar] will be established,” (Deuteronomy 19:15)
[and the use of the word davar in both verses teaches;] just as there [in Deuteronomy 19:15, it
is established] at the mouth of two witnesses, here as well it is, [i.e., the finding of the “unseemly
matter,” is established] at the mouth of two witnesses. (4) If one witness says, “You were defiled,”
and [another] witness [at the same time] testifies, “You were not defiled” [at the time of
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seclusion]; or a woman says, “You were
defiled,” and [another] woman says, “You
were not defiled”— she would drink [the
water, on account of the seclusion itself which
arouses suspicion]. If one says, “You were
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defiled,” and [another] two say, “she was not defiled”— she would drink [the water, on account

of the suspicion]. If two say, “You were defiled,” and one says, “You were not defiled”— she

would not drink [the water].
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Gemara Sotah 39a

Rava son of Rav Huna said: When the
Torahscroll is unrolled it is forbidden to
converse even about matters concerning the
law; as it is said: “And when he opened, all the
people stood up,” (Nehemiah 8:5) and standing
signifies nothing else besides silence, as it is
said, “And I wait because they speak not,
because they stand still and answer no more.”
(Job 32:16) Rabbi Zeira said in the name of
Rav Chisda: [It may be derived] from this
passage, “And the ears of all the people were
attentive unto the book of the law” (Nehemiah
8:3). His disciples asked Rabbi Elazar ben
Shamua, How have you prolonged your life?
He replied, never have I made use of a
Synagogue as a shortcut, nor have I stepped
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over the head of the holy people [i.e., made his way to his seat, by passing through the students
who sat on the floor], nor lifted up my hands [as a kohen] without first uttering a benediction.
What benediction did he utter?— Rabbi Zeira said in the name of Rabbi Chisda: “[Blessed are
You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe] Who has commanded us with the sanctity of Aharon
and has commanded us to bless Your people Israel in love.” When he [the priest] moves his feet
[to ascend the platform] what does he say?— May it be pleasing before You, O Lord our God,
that this benediction, with which You have commanded us to bless Your people Israel may be
free of stumbling and iniquity. When he turns his face from the congregation [to the Ark, after
pronouncing the benediction,] what does he say?— Rabbi Chisda led Rav Ukva forward, and the
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latter explained [what he says is], “Lord of the
Universe, we have performed that which You
have decreed upon us; fulfill for us, what You

have promised us,” viz., “Look down from

Your holy habitation, from heaven ”
(Deuteronomy 26:15) Rav Chisda said: The
kohanim are not permitted to bend their finger
joints [their fingers having been outstreched
during the benediction,] until they turn their
faces from the congregation. Rabbi Zeira said
in the name of Rav Chisda: The Reader is not
permitted to exclaim kohanim! until the
the
benediction] had been completed by the
and the
permitted to begin the benediction, until the
[of kohanim], had been
completed by the Reader; and the congregation

response of amen, [to preceding

congregation; kohanim are not

announcement

is not permitted to respond amen, until the
benediction has been completed by the
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kohanim; and the kohanim are not permitted to

begin another section of the benediction until the response of amen has been completed by the
congregation [to the preceding section]. Rabbi Zeira also said in the name of Rav Chisda: The
kohanim are not permitted to turn their faces from the congregation, until the Reader begins the
paragraph “Grant peace” nor are they permitted to move their feet and descend, until the Reader
has finished “Grant peace.” Rabbi Zeira also said in the name of Rabbi Chisda: The congregation
is not permitted to respond amen, until the benediction had been completed by the Reader; and
the Reader is not permitted to read in the Torah, until the response of amen [to the preliminary
benediction] had been completed by the congregation; Rabbi Tanchum said in the name of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi: He who is to read the portion of the prophets [i.e., the hafiarah] must first

read [a passage] in the Torah [i.e., maftir].
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Yosef Le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sefer Chasidim, Chapter 185

A person should never be ungrateful for such
a person is punished quickly. We see that
Naval was ungrateful to David and his
servants, who watched over his sheep and were
like a wall around them, as it says, “They were
a wall around us, both by night and by day,” (I
Samuel 25:16) and he died ten days later
(verse 38). Yet Shim'i, who did something
worse to him, did not die. Because Shim'i, was
close to Shaul and was not ungrateful, while
David and his men were close to Naval, doing
good for him, and yet he was ungrateful.
Therefore, punishment was brought upon him
quickly. And it is written, “If one returns evil
for good, evil will not depart from his house.”
(Proverbs 17:13) Why will evil not depart
from his house? [This is an example of]
measure for measure. If the members of his
own household are the enemies of the master

of the house, as is written, “for a man's
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enemies are the members of his household” (Micah 7:6) [i.e.,] the one who did kindness for them
“[Evil] will not depart,”
[although it is read as /o tamush] it is written as Jo tamish [with the letter yud], as though it were

and brought them into his house, is repayed with evil. [Then] "N X? —

speaking about Naval, who died after ten [the numerical value of the letter yud] days. And
regarding ungrateful people Yirmiyahu requested of God, that He not be long in patience, i.e.,
toward those people for whose good Yirmiyahu had prayed, and they had recompensed him with
evil instead of good. And if you will ask, how could he seek revenge? It was because there was
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no justice in the land [at that time and
Yirmiyahu prayed only as a preventive
measure,] since they had sought schemes to
catch him without his knowledge. As it says,
“perhaps he will be enticed and we will prevail
against him.” (Jeremiah 20:10) So we see that
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he could not guard himself against them, and they would chase him out of his inheritance and

take his sustenance [if God did not avenge his cause].

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Blessings, Chapter 3

(1) One who eats bread must precede it with the
blessing, “Blessed are You, Lord our God,
King of the universe, Who brings forth bread
from the earth” (X°X127) and afterward, the
four blessings [of Grace after meals]. If one
eats grain that was boiled as it is [i.e., whole],
he says beforehand the blessing “Who creates
the fruit of the earth” (AMIXT *73D XM1) and
afterwards “Who creates many living things”
(M2 nmwsa3l XM32). If one eats flour, he
precedes it with the blessing “by Whose word
all things came into being” (?27¥) and
afterwards “Who creates many living things.”
(2) If flour made from one of the five species is
boiled and mixed with water or some other
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liquid: If [the mixture] is thick enough to be suitable for eating and chewing, one recites the

blessing “Who creates [many] kinds of food” (113177 3° X712) prior to eating it and afterwards

“for the sustenance and for the nourishment” (7"fmn %¥). But if [the mixture] is soft enough to

be suitable for drinking, he precedes it with the blessing “by Whose word all things came into
being” and afterwards “Who creates many living things.”
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(11) You will do according to the law which they will instruct you, and
according to the judgment which they will say to you do not divert right or left,





