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Lap PINCHAS FOR SUNDAY

backs facing [the direction of] the holy ark.
All the people sit in rows, with each row
facing the backs of those in the row
preceeding them, so that all the people are
facing the holy ark, the elders, and the
reading table. When the prayer leader stands
up to pray, he stands on the ground in front
of the reading table, facing the ark, like the
rest of the people. (2) Synagogues and houses
of study must be treated with respect. One
must sweep them and sprinkle water to settle
the dust in them. All Jews in Spain, in the
west, Babylonia, and the Land of Israel have
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the custom of lighting glass lamps in the synagogues and spreading mats on the floor upon

which to sit. But in the cities of Edom, they sit on chairs in the synagogues.
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(16) And the Lord spoke to Moshe saying: (17) Harass the Midyanites, and smite
them. (18) For they harass you with their plots which they contrived against you

RASHI

a7y M8 — [In the same form] as M1,
(Exodus 20:8), and "W,
(Deuteronomy  5:12); a
describing continuous action [as if to say,]

“remember,”
“keep” term
You must [constantly] show hostility toward
them. (18) For they harass you ... in the
matter of peor — by surrendering their
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daughters for harlotry so as to entice you to stray after Peor. But he did not order the
destruction of Moav because of Ruth, who was destined to issue forth from them, as is stated
in [Tractate] Baba Kamma (38b).



