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had commanded you. Consequently, the evil will befall you at the end of days,
because you did evil in the eyes of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger through
the work of your hands. (30) Then, Moshe spoke to all the assembly of Israel
[so that] they heard the words of the following song, until their very end:
(Return to the beginning of the Parshah and read 22 verses.)
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Mishnah Nega'im, chapter 8

1) If leprosy broke out [and covered his entire
skin] when a person was unclean [either after
declaration or even during quarantine], he
becomes clean; but even if only the tips of his
limbs reappeared [i.e., returned to its normal
color and were freed from leprosy, even though
renewed flesh on a bright spot when located on
the tips of limbs is not a cause of uncleanness
however, here,] he becomes unclean until the
bright spot is reduced to less than the size of a
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split bean. [If it broke out and covered his

entire skin] after he was [declared] clean, he becomes unclean [it has the opposite effect]; but if
the tips of his limbs reappeared [to normal skin colour], he remains unclean [since the spot has
spread] until his bright spot resumes its former size [when it had been declared clean]. (2) If a
bright spot the size of a split bean, within which was renewed flesh the size of a lentil [which
had been declared unclean], broke out, covering a person's entire skin [except for the area with
the renewed flesh and he had not yet shown it to the priest], and then the renewed flesh
disappeared [the spot having spread over it also], or if the renewed flesh disappeared and then
[before the priest could declare him clean] the bright spot broke out covering all his skin, he is
clean. If renewed flesh arose subsequently, he is unclean. If he grew white hair, Rabbi Yehoshua
rules that he is unclean [as if renewed flesh arose], while the Sages rule that he is clean [since
the Torah speaks only of renewed flesh causing uncleanness if appearing after all his skin turned
white (see Leviticus 13:13-14)]. (3) If a bright spot [the size of a split bean] within which grew
white hair [and had been declared unclean by the priest] broke out, covering a person's entire
skin, even though the white hair remained in its place, he is clean. If a bright spot containing a
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spreading [which had been declared unclean by
the priest], broke out covering a person's entire
skin, he is clean. But in the case of all these
[that were ruled in Mishnayot 2 and 3 to be
clean], if the tips of the person's limbs
reappeared, the person is unclean. If the
leprosy broke out, covering a part [even the
greater part] of the person's skin, he is unclean;
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including the covering of the tips of limbs in

which the unclean are declared clean, if they [the tips of the limbs] reappeared [after they and the
person's entire skin had been covered by the bright spot], these become unclean again. In all cases
of the reappearance of the tips of the limbs [after they and the person's entire skin had been
covered by the bright spot] in which the clean have been declared unclean, if they [the tips of the
limbs] were covered again, these become clean again. If subsequently they became uncovered
[returning once more to normal skin color], these are unclean, even if this occurs a hundred times.
(5) Any part [of the body] that can be subject to the uncleanness of a leprosy sign of a bright spot
may [if any part of it remained free of leprosy] prevent the effectiveness [as a cause of cleanness]
of the breaking out, and any part that cannot be subject to the uncleanness of a leprosy sign of
the bright spot [e.g., skin normally not seen, covered by a fold] does not prevent the effectiveness
[as a cause of cleanness] of the breaking out. For instance: if it [the bright spot] broke out,
covering all one's skin, but not the head or the beard [which are not subject to the uncleanness
of bright spots], or a festering boil, burning, or blister [which are not subject to the uncleanness
of bright spots], and then the head or the beard became bald [when it is subject to the uncleanness
of bright spot, like any normal skin of the body], or the boil, burning, or blister turned into a scar
[when it is subject to the uncleanness of bright spot], the person is nevertheless clean [because
at the time the bright spot first covered the body, it covered the entire skin that was susceptible
to leperous signs, and these areas at the time were not subject to uncleanness]. If it [however,]
broke out, covering a person's entire skin, except a spot the size of half a lentil [which remained
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normal healthy flesh] near the head or the
beard, or near a boil, burning, or blister, and
then the head or the beard became bald, or the
boil, burning, or blister turned into a scar, even
though the place of the renewed flesh [i.e., the
normal healthy flesh, then] became a bright
spot, the person is unclean [since the leprosy
did not break out, covering all parts that can be
affected, neither before nor now, the person is
unclean] unless it breaks out covering his
entire body [including, the now bald head].
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(6) If there were two bright spots, one unclean

and the other [having remained unchanged for two weeks] clean, and leprosy broke out from one
to the other, and then it broke out covering the person's entire skin, he becomes clean [even if
the breaking out began from the clean one, since its merging with the unclean one imparts to it
the same status of uncleanness, therefore there is a breaking out on someone who is unclean
resulting in his becoming clean]. If the bright spots [each the size of half a split bean] were
respectively on his upper lip and lower lip, on two of his fingers, or on his two eyelids, even
though they cleave together and appear as one [the size of a split bean, when they are closed],
he is clean. If it [the leprosy spot, after being declared unclean,] broke out, covering all his skin
except a bohak, [a spot on the skin dimmer than any of the four principal colors; see Leviticus
13:39], he is unclean. If [after the bohak had been covered with the leprosy, and thereby declared
clean] the ends of the limbs reappeared in the color of a bohak, he is clean [since it is not
"renewed flesh"]. If the ends of the limbs reappeared to the extent of less than a lentil, Rabbi Meir
rules that he is unclean, but the Sages rule that a bohak [or skin], less in size than a lentil, is a
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sign of wuncleanness in the beginning
[preventing the breaking out from making the
leper clean], but is not a sign of uncleanness at
the end [when this small space reappeared
after the entire skin had been covered]. (7) If a
person came [to the priest, for a first
inspection] with his entire body white, he must

be quarantined. If subsequently [after being
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certified unclean. If both hairs or one of them  ,NIX2 7ML 922 DX M :7inw X1 7,02 e
turned black [after being certified unclean], if

both or one of them became short, if a boil adjoined both or one of them, or if a boil surrounded
both or one of them, or if a boil, the renewed flesh of a boil, a burning, the renewed flesh of a
burning, or a bohak, [a spot on the skin dimmer than any of the four principal colors] split them
[the two hairs from each other], and then [thus being released from the uncleanness of the white
hair] there arose renewed flesh or white hair, he is unclean; but if neither renewed flesh nor white
hair arose, he is clean. In all these cases, however, if the tips of the limbs reappeared, the person
[who comes with his entire body white] remains as he was before [i.e., clean; the reappearance
of the skin is not considered renewed flesh which ordinarily would be a sign of uncleanness]. If
the leprosy then [after the tip of the limbs have reappeared] broke out, covering a part of them
[or their entirety (see next Mishnah)], he is unclean [because of spreading]. If subsequently [after
a part had been covered and the person became unclean] it broke out, covering all of them, he is
clean [since the breaking out occurred in a condition of uncleanness]. (8) If leprosy broke out,
covering all a person's skin at once, he is unclean if this originated in a condition of cleanness
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[e.g., he came to the priest completely white.
After one or two weeks of quarantine the tips
reappeared, having no other signs of
uncleanness, the priest declared him clean as in
the Mishnah above, now leprosy broke out,
covering all his skin, he is unclean] and clean

if it originated in a condition of uncleanness.
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The man who becomes clean after he was w7 721 TI9% 133 XM W % naop N722

quarantined is exempt from the obligation of 7 19771 ,LPMR WY A 7D .TODM XMW
loosening the hair and rending the clothes [see

Leviticus 13:45], from cutting off the hair [see Leviticus 14:8], and from bringing the birds [see
Leviticus 14:4]. If he becomes clean after he had been declared unclean, he is liable all these.
Both, however, impart uncleanness [to everything in a room] by entering [the room — fumat
ohel]. (9) If a person came [to the priest, for a first inspection] with his whole body white, and
on it was renewed flesh to the extent of a lentil [and therefore he should have been declared
unclean], and then [before the priest declared him unclean] the leprosy broke out, covering all
his skin [and therefore he must be quarantined], after which [having been quarantined] the tips
of the limbs reappeared: Rabbi Yishmael ruled, The law in this case is the same as when the ends
of the limbs reappear in a large bright spot [i.e., covering his whole body, and it is as if he came
to inspection with his entire body white except for the tips of the limbs, in which case he is
quarantined]. Rabbi Eliezer ben Azariah ruled, As when the ends of the limbs reappeared in a
small bright spot [i.e., it has the same ruling as if he had a small bright spot and within it there
was renewed flesh, and afterwards the spot covered his entire body and subsequently the tips
reappeared, in which case he is declared unclean]. (10) Some person might show his leprosy sign
to the priest and thereby gain advantage, while another might show his and thereby lose. How
so? If a person was certified unclean and the signs of his uncleanness disappeared, and before he
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could show it to the priest [to declare him
clean] the leprosy broke out, covering all his
skin, he is clean; while if he had shown it to
the priest [who would have declared it clean],
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he would have been unclean [because the

breaking out would have begun in a condition of cleanness]. If he had a bright spot in which there

was nothing else, and before he could show it to the priest it broke out, covering all his skin, he

is unclean [i.e., quarantined]; while if he had shown it to the priest [who would have quarantined

him for a week], he would have been clean [because the breaking out would have begun from a
leprosy that was quarantined].
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Gemara Niddah 31a

Our Rabbis taught: There are three partners in
man: The Holy One, blessed be He, his father,
and his mother. His father supplies the semen
of white substance from which are formed; the
child's bones, sinews, nails, the brain in his
head, and the white in his eye; his mother
supplies the semen of red substance from
which is formed; the skin, flesh, hair, and the
black of his eye; and the Holy One, blessed be
He, gives him a soul and breath, the beauty of
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features, eyesight, the power of hearing and the

ability to speak and to walk, understanding, and perception. When his time to depart from the

world approaches, the Holy One, blessed be He, takes away His share and leaves the shares of

his father and his mother. Rav Papa observed: It is this that people have in mind when they say,

“Shake off the salt, and cast the flesh to the dog [i.e., take the soul, the “preserver” of the human
body, and the body becomes lifeless].”
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Yosef Le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sha'arei Teshuvah, Page 31

There is a type of flatterer who praises the
wicked man to his face. Even though his
wisdom stands him in good stead since he does
not praise him in front of other people lest it
be a snare to them, still this flatterer's sin is
great because he causes him to err [by
flattering him] in his own eyes. He will not
repent of his evil way nor worry about his state
because he is appears righteous in his own
eyes. Anyone who is not among the righteous,
if people praise him, will say in his heart, 1
know that this is indeed true. This idea is
expressed by the verse, “With his mouth the
flatterer destroys his fellow, but by intelligence
the righteous will be saved.” (Proverbs 11:9)
That is, the flatterer destroys his fellow with
his mouth because he praises him. The other
person believes his words, hardens his spirit,
and views his soul as honorable. He does not
understand the exaggeration of his soul, and
this obstacle is constantly at his hand. His heart
will be lifted and he will fall into the net of his
pride. Thus he has destroyed him by the flattery
of his lips. “But by intelligence the righteous
will be saved” — the righteous will be saved
by his intelligence from the harm of the
flatterer. For if he praises him, his heart will
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not feel uplifted because of this. As our Rabbis, of blessed memory, said, “Even if the whole
world tells you that you are righteous, regard yourself as wicked.” And they said, “If you have
friends, some of whom praise you and some of whom rebuke you, love the rebukers and hate the
praisers. For these bring you to eternal life and those make you happy with your evil, when they
praise you.” Another possible explanation of this verse is: “By the intelligence of the righteous
they will be saved” — their friends will be saved, because they do not flatter them. Rather they

rebuke them and show them the [correct] way when they are wandering in a wilderness
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without a path. And it says, “and a smooth
(Proverbs 26:28) It
compares a flattering mouth to a slippery road,

mouth works ruin.”

saying that, just as a person will fall and be
hurt when he walks on a slippery road — as is
expressed in the verse, “Let their path be
darkness and slipperiness, and let the angel of
the Lord pursue them” (Psalms 35:6) — so a
person will fall and be harmed by a slippery
mouth, that is, a flattering mouth, as we have
explained. David, peace be upon him, said,
“May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, the
tongue that speaks great things.” (Psalms 12:4)
He cursed the smooth mouth because one
destroys his fellow by it, and the hard tongue,
which is the smooth one, which is the evil
tongue. There are some flatterers who intend to
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flatter powerful men so that they will honor and favor them. Our Rabbis, of blessed memory, have

said, “Whoever flatters his fellow for the sake of honor will ultimately take leave of him in

dishonor.”

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of the Sabbath, Chapter 10

) If one lances a boil on the Sabbath in order
to widen an [existing] opening of the sore, in
the manner of physicians, in order to heal by
widening the opening of the sore, he is liable
because of [the labor called] striking with a
hammer [i.e., finishing touch], because this is
the last treatment of a physician. But if he
lances it in order to get out the moisture from
it, this is permitted. (2) If one chisels stone,
even a minute amount, he is liable for the labor
of striking with a hammer [i.e., the finishing
touch, the final blow of the blacksmith on the
anvil, completing the newly-made object]. If
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one fits a stone in the foundation of a building, arranges it with his hand, and sets it into its proper
place, he is liable for the labor of striking with a hammer. If one picks off piling that is on
clothing, such as the piling that is on woolen garments, he is liable for the labor of striking with
a hammer, provided that he objects having the piling on his clothes. But if he removes it in an
absentminded manner,

he is exempt. If one shakes out a new black garment in
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sin-offering. But if he is not particular [about

its presence], it is permitted.





