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Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 7

1) In most of our cities, the people have made
it their custom to recite these blessings one
after another in the synagogue, whether they
have become obligated to say them, or not.
This is a mistake, and it is not proper to do
so; a person should not recite a blessing
unless he has become obligated to do so.
[However, see Shulchan Aruch, Ohr
HaChaim, 46:2 and Mishnah Berurah 13.]
(2) Someone who is learning Torah early in
the morning before he has recited the Shema,
whether he is studying the Written or the Oral
Torah, first washes his hands and recites
three blessings, and then he may learn. These
blessings are: “Who has sanctified us with
His commandments and commanded us
regarding words of Torah. Please, Lord our
God, make the words of Your Torah pleasant
in our mouths and in the mouths of Your
people, the whole house of Israel, and may
we and our descendants and the descendants
of Your nation be people who know Your
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Name and occupy themselves with Your Torah. Blessed are You, O Lord, who teaches Torah

to His people Israel. Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who chose us from

all the nations and gave us His Torah. Blessed are You, O Lord, who gives the Torah.”

3) Every day one is obligated to recite these three blessing. He then learns a little bit of Torah.

The people have made it their custom to read the blessing of the priests [for this purpose]. In

some places, they read “Command the Children of Israel.” (Numbers 28:1-8) In some places,

they read both of them, as well as chapters or laws from the Mishnah or from the beraitot.

NASO FOR WEDNESDAY

TORAH

9929 o1 NP3
hmilsl

X2 N2wn w1 NIRRT 12 I'I1J|7'7 '[”2 owT M T 1 7AI0 o oK 0°P10D AWW NXP2 112°
. . Sy uy . . [H . .
P TER T gy 29BON DANDYR? DY TRD PN v

(36) Their tally, according to their families: two thousand, seven hundred and
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fifty. (37) This is the tally of the Kehaty families, all who served in the Tent
of Appointment, who were counted by Moshe and Aharon by order of the Lord
through Moshe. (38) The tally of the sons of Gershon, according to their families
and their fathers' household. (39) From the age of thirty years and upwards, until
the age of fifty years, all who enter the legion, for service in the Tent of
Appointment. (40) Their tally, according to their families and their fathers'
household: two thousand, six hundred and thirty. (41) This is the tally of the
families of the sons of Gershon, all who served in the Tent of Appointment,
whom Moshe and Aharon counted by order of the Lord.
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(17) And Manoach said to the angel of the Lord; What is your name, so that
when your word comes, we may honor you? (18) And the angel of the Lord said
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to him; Why do you ask me for my name; since it is hidden. (19) Then Manoach
took the kid-goat and the meal-offering and offered it upon the rock to the Lord
and a miraculous deed was performed while Manoach and his wife were
watching. (20) And it was when the flame went up from upon the altar towards
heaven that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And
Manoach and his wife were watching and they fell on their faces to the ground.
(21) And the angel of the Lord did not continue to appear to Manoach and to
his wife. Then Manoach knew that he was an angel of the Lord. (22) So
Manoach said to his wife; We will surely die for we have seen God.
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(16) She considers a field and buys it, from the fruit of her hands she plants a
vineyard. (17) She girds her loins with vigor and strengthens her arms.
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(18) She perceives that her merchandise is good, her lamp is not extinguished

at night. (19) She stretches out her hands to the forstaff and her hands support

the spindle. (20) She spreads out her palm for the poor and stretches out her

hands to the needy. (21) She fears not for her household from the snow for all
her household is clothed in crimson.
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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 5 7 P71 1730 113N
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At what hour [of the day]? At what place? Rabbi Yose says: [they were only asked:] On which
day [of the week]? At what hour? At what place? [This would pin down the witnesses to a specific
period of time thus, allowing their testimony to be refuted, if others were to testify that during that
period of time, the supposed witnesses were seen at another location. They were further asked:]
did you know him? Did you warn him? And where one commits idolatry, [the witnesses are
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also asked;] What did he worship? And how
did he worship? (2) Whoever is
exhaustive in  the
[bedikot] is more praiseworthy. It once
happened that [Rabbi Yochanan] ben Zakkai
cross-examined [the witnesses who testified

more
cross-examinations

to a murder under a fig tree] regarding the
[appearance of the] fig stems. What is the
difference between chakirot and bedikot?
Regarding chakirot [the seven questions in
the Mishnah above pinpointing the where and
when], if one [of the witnesses] answers: I do
not know, their testimony is void [since he
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cannot be refuted by hazamah regarding that

point and any testimony which is not liable to hazamah is void (Makot 1:4)]. However,
regarding bedikot [secondary questions by which one compares the testimony of the witnesses],
if one answers: I do not know, or even if both say: We do not know, their evidence is valid.
But if they [the witnesses] contradict one another, regardless of whether in the chakirot or the
bedikot, their evidence is void. (3) If one [witness] testifies, [It happened] on [Tuesday] the
second of the month, and the other says, [it happened] on [Tuesday] the third of the month,
their evidence is valid, for one is aware of the intercalation of the month, while the other is not
aware of it [however, after the fifteenth of the month, when people are surely aware whether
or not the month had been intercalated, this would be considered contradictory and would
void the testimony]. If, however, one says, on the third, and the other says, on the fifth, [we
do not say that one was unaware that the last two months were intercalated; even
regarding the first month we only do so until the fifteenth of the month and therefore] their
testimony is void. If one testifies, [It happened during] the second hour [of the day] while the
other testifies [it happened during] the third hour, their evidence is valid. But if one says, at
three, and the other says, at five, their testimony [is considered contradictory and] is void.
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Rabbi Yehudah [argues and] says: [One can
make a mistake of two hours, as well, and their
evidence is still] valid. But, if one says, at
five, and the other says, at seven, [even Rabbi
Yehudah agrees that] their evidence is
invalid, for at five, the sun is to the east, while
at seven, the sun is to the west. (4) After this,
admitted and

If their testimonies

the second [witness] is
[likewise] examined.
correspond, they [the judges] open [the
proceedings with arguments] in favor [of the
accused]. If one of the witnesses says, I have
something to say in his favor; or one of the
disciples says, I have an argument against
him, he is silenced. But if one of the disciples
(see Mishnah above 4:4) says, I have an
argument in his favor, he is brought up and
seated with them, and does not descend from
there all that day [even if there is no
substance to his argument. If he would be
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forced to descend, this would embarrass him

and discourage finding arguments in favor of the defendant]. If there is substance to his
argument, he is heard [and does not descend from there]. And even if he [the accused] himself
says, I can present an argument for my acquittal, he is heard, provided that there is substance
to his statement. (5) If they find him not guilty, he is acquitted; if not, they postpone the verdict
until the following day. They [the judges] pair off, practicing moderation in food, and abstaining
totally from wine the entire day, and they [each pair] discuss the case [the rest of the day and]
throughout the night. Early the next morning, they assemble in court. He who favors acquittal
states, I declared him innocent [yesterday] and stand by my opinion. While he who argued in
favor of conviction states, I declared him guilty and stand by my opinion. One who
[previously] argued for conviction may now argue for acquittal, but one who [previously]
argued for acquittal, may not reverse himself and argue for conviction. If they [didn't remember
their previous argument or they] made a mistake [as to their previous vote], the two judicial
scribes remind them. If they find him not guilty, they acquit him. If not, they take a vote. If
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twelve acquit and eleven convict, he is
acquitted [since a majority of one is sufficient
for acquittal]. If twelve convict and eleven
acquit [the necessary majority of two in order
to convict does not exist], or even if eleven
convict and eleven acquit and one says, I do
not know [we don't combine the “I don't
know” to those who acquit (Tosfot Yom
Tov)], or even if twenty-two acquit or
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condemn and a single one says, I do not

know [this is not considered as participating in the vote and thus the necessary court of
twenty-three did not judge this case; as a result, in these three cases] they add judges. Up
to what number may be added? [They are added] by twos [and if they split their vote and thus,
there still is no majority of one to acquit or a majority of two to convict, they continue
adding] up to the limit of seventy-one. If thirty-six acquit and thirty-five convict, he is
acquitted. But if thirty-six convict and thirty-five acquit, the two sides debate the case until

one of those who convict agrees with the view of those who are for acquittal.
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And Rabbi Acha bar Chanina said in the
name of Rabbi Assi, who, in turn, said in the
name of Rabbi Yochanan: Until when may
one recite the blessing over the New Moon
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[which concludes with: “Blessed are You O
Lord, Who renews the month”]? Until its
concavity is filled [after which time it is no
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longer in a stage of renewal]. And how long is that? Said Rabbi Yaakov bar Idi in the name
of Rabbi Yehudah: Seven days. The Nehardians said: Sixteen [days]. And both agree with
Rabbi Yochanan [that it is recited until its concavity is filled], but one [of them] explains it to
mean until it is as a strung bow [i.e., a half moon], while the other [explains], until it is as a
sieve [completely round]. Said Rabbi Acha bar Difti to Ravina: But [from the seventh day and
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onward] let him recite the blessing of: “Who
is Good and does good,” [which is recited if,
for example, one made a blessing over some
type of food and then is served the same
variety of food but of a superior quality; here,
too, the New Moon is growing greater even
after the seventh day]|? He replied [by
asking]: But, when it is growing smaller, do
[we consider this as bad so that] we recite the
blessing of Blessed be the True Judge? [Thus,
this too, is not considered a major benefit that
requires a blessing.] But why should both not
be recited? For this is a regular occurrence
[and thus, it is considered neither better when
filling, nor worse when growing smaller].
And Rabbi Acha bar Chanina said in the
name of Rabbi Assi who, in turn, said in the
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the blessing over the New Moon in its proper Halvgishvgista)

time welcomes it as if it were the presence of

the Shekhinah: For it is written here [regarding the renewal of the month]: “This month [shall
be for you the beginning of months].” (Exodus 12:2) And it is also written: “This is my God
and I will glorify Him. (ibid. 15:2) It was taught in the school of Rabbi Yishmael: If Israel
would not have merited [any other mitzvof] only [this mitzvah] to greet the presence of their
Heavenly Father once a month, this would have been sufficient. Said Abaye [since he
welcomes, as it were, the presence of the Shekhinah]: Therefore, we must recite the blessing
standing. But Mereimar and Mar Zutra allowed themselves to be carried on shoulders when
reciting the blessing. Rabbi Acha said to Rabbi Ashi: In the west, they recited the blessing:
Blessed be He Who renews the month. He said to him: This even the women recite. Rather,
[we recite] in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Yehudah said: Blessed [are You, O Lord
our God, King of the Universe] Who created the Heavens with His word and with the breath
of His mouth, all their host. A decree and a schedule did He give to them that they should not
altar their ordinance. They rejoice and are glad to do the will of their Creator. The workers of
truth whose work is truth [never changing their task]. And to the moon, He declared, that it
should renew itself as a crown of beauty for those whom He sustains from the womb [i.e.,
Israel (see Isaiah 46:3)] and who will, like it, be renewed in the future and glorify their Maker

for the name of His glorious kingdom. Blessed are You, O Lord, Who renews the month.
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Yosef le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
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Sefer HaCharedim, 62

“Fortunate is the man who fears the Lord; he
greatly desires His commandments.” (Psalms
112:1) Our Rabbis expound this (Avodah
Zarah 19a) as follows: Fortunate is he who
repents while he is a man, that is, while he is
still young and strong, while his evil
inclination urges him on, but he overpowers

it. “He greatly desires His commandments”
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— and not the reward for His commandments. And this is what is taught in the Mishnah: “Do
not be like servants who serve their master in order to be rewarded.” (Avot 1:3) A person
should always regard himself as having already received his reward. He should think to himself
something like this: If only, in all my days, I would be able to correct that which I have
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wronged! I do not deserve any reward for
anything that I do, for all my good deeds do
not succeed in compensating for all my sins.
If only they would help me by preventing me
from standing to be judged! Even if a person
is completely righteous and has never done
any evil, he does not deserve any reward; for
even if he were to live two thousand years,
he could not repay even one of the tiniest
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kindnesses that the Holy One, Blessed is He, performs for him.

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 7

(1) The Sages praised those who recite songs
from the book of Psalms every day, from [the
beginning of] “A song of praise by David
(Chapter 145, known as ashrei) until the end
of the book. It has become the custom to read
verses before and after them. And they
instituted a Dblessing before the songs,
namely, “MXY 172 — Blessed is He Who
and after them, namely, “manY® —
” After that, he
recites the blessings for the recitation of the
Shema and then he recites the Shema. (2) In

spoke ...”
May Your Name be blessed ...
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some places, it has become customary to read the Song of the Sea [¥” IX] every day after

the reciting of the blessing of “NanYw® — May Your Name be blessed,” followed by the

blessings for the Shema. In some places, they read the song of Ha'azinu (Deuteronomy 32).
There are individuals who read both these songs. It is all according to the custom.
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(42) The tally of the families of the sons of Merari, according to their families
and their fathers' household. (43) From the age of thirty years and upwards, until





