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(11) And they took all the booty and all the plunder of man and beast. (12) And
they brought the captives, the plunder, and the booty to Moshe and to Elazar,
the priest and to the entire Congregation of Israel in the camp, in the plains of
Moav by the Jordan at Yericho. (13) And Moshe, Elazar, the priest, and all the
leaders of the Congregation went out to meet them, outside the camp. (14) And
Moshe became angry with the officers of the army, the commanders of
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(11) And they took all the booty — This
teaches us, that they were virtuous and
righteous, and were not suspected of theft, to
appropriate the booty without permission, for
“All the booty ...” [and the next
verse states that they brought it to Moshe]
(Sifri Mattot 42). In tradition [i.e.,
and  the
explicitly refers to them, [for it states:] “Your
(Song 6:6)

[implying that,] even your warriors are all

it states:

in the

Prophets Writings],  Scripture

teeth are like a flock of ewes ...”
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righteous (See Rashi on Song 6:6). Booty —

These are portable objects such as garments and ornaments. Spoil — Denotes plunder of
portable objects which are not ornaments. Plunder — This refers to man and beast, but
“captives” (") are mentioned together with “plunder” (MP?n), then,
refers to people and “plunder” to beasts. 13) Moshe, Elazar, the priest ...
Because they saw the youth of Israel going out to grab from the spoils (Sifri Mattot 42).
(14) And Moshe became angry with the officers of the army — Those appointed over

where “captives”

went out —



