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Mishnah Nega'im, chapter 9

(1) A boil or a burning may become unclean in
a week [i.e., if a bright spot appeared on them,
he quarantines him for a week] and by two
signs, [he is pronounced unclean,] by white
hair or by a spreading [at the second
inspection]. What exactly is a “boil?” An injury
received from wood, stone, [or if he burned
himself with] olive peat, or with water [i.e.,
from the hot springs] of Tiberias, [these are
naturally hot,] or from any other object whose
heat is not due to fire, this is a boil. What
exactly is a “burning?” A burn caused by a live
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coal, hot embers, or any object whose heat is

due to fire, is a burning. (2) A boil and a burning [which have a bright white spot on them] cannot
be combined [to make up the required size of a split bean], nor can they spread [i.e., nor is their
spreading considered a sign of uncleanness if it spread,] from one to the other, from [either or
both of] them to the skin of the flesh, or from the skin of the flesh to them [only a spreading on
the boil or a spreading on the burning itself are signs of uncleanness]. If they festered [and they
ooze, since the boil has not yet been covered properly by scar tissue, ] they are clean [even though
covered by a bright spot]. If they formed a scale as thick as garlic peel, this is the “scar tissue
from the inflammation” spoken of in the Torah (Leviticus 13:23) [and is unclean]. If they were
subsequently healed, even though there was a scar in their place, they are regarded as the skin of
the flesh. (3) Rabbi Eliezer was asked, “What is the ruling where a bright spot the size of a sela
arose on the inside of one's hand and covered up the scar of a boil [so that none of the scar is
visible]?” He replied, “It must be quarantined.” They said to him, “For what purpose, since it is
neither capable of growing white hair [since hair does not grow on the inside of the hand], nor
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can it spread [i.e., its spreading is not a sign of
uncleanness, see Mishna 2, above], nor does
renewed flesh [which is not a sign of
uncleanness in a boil] cause in it any
uncleanness?” He replied, “It is possible that it
[the spot] may contract [to the size of a split
bean] and then spread again [over the scar,
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thus being a spreading within the boil itself,

hence, causing uncleanness].” They said to him, “What about the case in which its size is only
that of a split bean [why should it then be quarantined? If it were to contract, it would be less
than the minimum size and would become clean]?” “I have not heard the reason,” he replied [even
though the law, in the latter case, is that the afflicted must be quarantined]. Rabbi Yehudah ben
Beteira said to him, “I would submit an argument on it.” He replied, “If you would thereby
confirm the ruling of the Sages, well and good.” He said, “It is possible that another boil would
arise outside it [the already existing one, which must be quarantined], and the latter [the existing
one] would spread to the former [and this would be a cause of uncleanness, since we only stated
previously (in Mishna 2) that a boil and a burning do not combine, but one boil with another, do
combine].” The other one said to him, “You are a great scholar, for you have confirmed a ruling

of the Sages.”
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the Torah ordain that the uncleanness of
menstruation should continue for seven days?
Because, being in constant contact with his
wife, [a husband might] develop a loathing
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towards her. The Torah, therefore, ordained:

Let her be unclean [after the least discharge of blood] for seven days [in which no intimacy is
permitted] in order so that she shall be beloved by her husband as she was at the time of her first
entry into the bridal chamber. Rabbi Dostai son of Rabbi Yannai was asked by his disciples: Why
does a man go in search of a woman while a woman does not go in search of a man? This is
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analogous to the case of a man who lost
something. Who goes in search of what? He
who lost the item goes in search for what he
lost [i.e., the rib taken from Adam with which
to make Chavah]. And why [during intimacy]
does the man lie face downwards and the
woman face upwards towards the man? He
[faces the elements] from which he was created
[the earth] and she [faces the man] from whom
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she was created. And why is a man easily

pacified and a woman not so easily pacified? He [derives his nature] from the place from which
he was created [earth, which is yielding] and she [derives hers] from the place from which she
was created [the unyielding rib bone]. Why is a woman's voice sweet and a man's voice not sweet?
He [derives his,] from the place from which he was created [striking the earth produces no
musical note] and she [derives hers,] from the place from which she was created [musical notes
can be produced by a bone]. Thus it is stated, “For sweet is your voice, and your countenance is

comely.” (Songs, 2:14)
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Yosef Le-Chok P> Aov

Ethical Teaching:
Sha'arei Teshuvah, Page 32

There is a type of individual who honors the
wicked for the sake of peace. He does not
speak highly of the wicked or behave
respectfully toward him in such a manner that
is indicative of his honoring him out of respect
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and esteem. For he accords him no honor
except the kind that people give to the wealthy,
cultivating them in the hope of benefitting
thereby, because they are successful in their
ways, rather than out of esteem for them.
this
blameworthy. For, although it is permitted to

Nonetheless, too, is sinful and
honor the wealthy, it is not so regarding the
wicked. As it says, “Look upon everyone that
is proud and bring him low, and tread down the
wicked in their place.” (Job 40:12) However,
this form of behavior is permissible if done out
of fear that the wicked man harm him, causing
him loss at a time when the wicked man is
powerful and arrogant while we are unable to
make him contrite or to move him in his
illness. For this reason, it is permissible to

honor him in the manner accorded to tyrants
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out of fear and dread, by such forms of behavior as standing up, inclining the head, and the like.

But one must not praise him or speak well of him to others. Similarly, our Rabbis, of blessed

memory, said, “It is permitted to flatter the wicked in this world.”

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of the Sabbath, Chapter 10

1) If one traps something of a species which is
customary to be trapped, he is liable [to
punishment]. For example, animals, birds, or
fish— provided that he entraps them within an
area that does not require further entrapment to
catch them. How so? For example, if one
pursues a deer until he drives it into a house,
garden, or courtyard and locks it in, or makes
a bird fly until he drives it into a tower and
locks it in, or draws fish from the sea into a
flask of water, he is liable. But if he makes a
bird fly into a house and locks it in, or makes
a fish swim and removes it from the sea to a
pool of water, or chases after a deer until it
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goes into a wide hall and locks it in, he is exempt, because this is not complete trapping. For if

he were to come to take it, he would have to chase it and catch it from there. Therefore, one who

catches a lion is not liable unless he chases it into its cage, where the lion is secured.
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(2) Any place in which, if he were to run, he
would reach the animal in a single lunge, or if
the walls are so close to one another that the
shadows of the two of them fall in the middle
like one, is considered a small place, and if one
chases a deer or the like into it, he is liable. If
one chases an animal or a bird into a place that
is larger than this, he is exempt. (3) Anyone of
the eight creeping creatures mentioned in the
Torah [as unclean, (Leviticus 11:29)] or other
kinds of creeping and crawling creatures
whose species are customary to be trapped,
one who traps any of them, whether it is for a
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need or whether it is not for any need or is in order to play with them, is liable, since he intended

to trap and actually did trap. For one is liable for a labor that is not for its defined purpose [i.e.,

not needed for it's skin]. One who traps an old or blind [animal] is liable.



