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(12) Lest [when] you will eat and be satisfied, and will build good houses, and
dwell therein; (13) And [when] your herds and your flocks will increase, and
your silver and gold grows, and all that you have will increase; (14) Then your
heart will grow haughty, and you will forget the Lord your God, Who brings
you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of slaves; (15) Who leads you
through that great and awesome desert, [in which were] snakes, vipers and
scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brings water for you
out of solid rock; (16) Who fed you with manna in the desert, which your
fathers did not know, so that He might afflict you, in order that He would try
you, to benefit you in the end; (17) And you will say in your heart, It is my
strength and the might of my hand that has made this wealth for me. (18) But
you must remember the Lord your God; for it is He that gives you strength to
make wealth, in order that He may establish His covenant which He swore to
your fathers, as it is this day. (19) And it will be, if you will surely forget the
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Lord your God, and go after other gods, and serve them, and prostrate yourself
to them, I bear witness against you this day, that you will surely perish. (20) As
the nations which the Lord causes to perish before you, so will you perish;
since you would not heed the voice of the Lord your God. 9. (1) Hear, O Israel:
You are passing over the Jordan this day, to come in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than you, great cities, fortified up to the heavens. (2) A
great and tall people, the children of the Anakim, whom you know and of
whom you have heard said, Who can stand against the children of Anak?!
(3) Know, therefore, this day, that it is the Lord your God Who passes over
before you; as a consuming fire, He will exterminate them, and He will subdue
them before you; and you will dispossess them, and cause them to perish
quickly, just as the Lord spoke to you. (4) Do not say in your heart, after the
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1) [Nations] greater and mightier than
you — You are mighty, but they are mightier
than you. (Sifrei on Deuteronomy 11:24). (4)
Do not say in your heart — “My righteousness and the evil of the nations brought it
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Lord your God has repelled them from before you, saying, due to my
righteousness the Lord has brought me to possess this land, and because of the
wickedness of these nations, the Lord drives them out from before you. (5) Not
for your righteousness, nor for the honesty of your heart, do you come to
possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations, the Lord
your God drives them out from before you, and in order that He may establish
the matter which the Lord swore to your fathers, Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov. (6) Know, therefore, that it is not for your righteousness that the Lord
your God gives you this land to possess it; for you are a stiffnecked people.
(7) Remember — do not forget, how you angered the Lord your God in the
desert; from the day that you went out of the land of Egypt, until you came to
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do you come to possess [their land] — 7iw%a wawn ~27 M7 /i nywna 1 nwnd

but [*3] for the wickedness of these nations.
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this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. (8) Also at Chorev you
angered the Lord, and the Lord was incensed with you to have you
exterminated. (9) When I ascended the mountain to receive the Tablets of stone,
the Tablets of the covenant which the Lord made with you, then I remained on
the mountain forty days and forty nights, I neither ate bread nor drank water:
(10) And the Lord gave to me two Tablets of stone written by the finger of God;
and on them was [written] according to all the words that the Lord spoke with
you on the mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.
(11) And it came to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the Lord
gave me two Tablets of stone, the Tablets of the covenant. (12) And the Lord
said to me, Arise, descend quickly from here; for your people which you have
brought out from Egypt, have corrupted themselves; they have quickly deviated
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Here, the word *2 means “but.” 9) Then I
remained on the mountain — 7he word
12" means “staying” [i.e., I remained on
the mountain] (Megillah 21a). (10) Tablets — This word is written W2 [in a singular form,

and not MM?] to indicate that both of them were identical. (Tanchuma)
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from the way which I commanded them; they have made for themselves a
molten image. (13) And the Lord said [further] to me, saying, I have seen this
people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people. (14) Let me alone, and I will
exterminate them, and obliterate their name from beneath the heaven, and I will
make you into a nation mightier and more numerous than they. (15) So I turned
and came down from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire;
and the two Tablets of the covenant were on my two hands. (16) And I saw,
and behold, you had sinned against the Lord your God, you had made for
yourselves a molten calf; you had deviated quickly from the way which the
Lord had commanded you. (17) And I grasped the two Tablets, and cast them
out of my two hands, and shattered them before your eyes.
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(18) And I fell down before the Lord, as before, forty days and forty nights: I
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a8) And I fell down before the Lord, as  .o¥* wa9x mwxnd ‘i1 185 Szanx1 )
before, forty days — as it says, “And now  /TB3K "R 11 OK YR RV Ry
I will go up to the Lord, perhaps I will atone

[for the golden calf].” (Exodus 32:20) At that ascent, I stayed there forty days — consequently,





