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Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 13

(1) The accepted practice among all of the
Jewish people is to complete the reading of the
Torah in a single year. They begin on the
Sabbath after the Festival of Sukkot, with the
portion of “In the beginning;” on the second
[week], “These are the generations of Noach,”
on the third, “And the Lord said to Avram.”
They continue reading in this order until the
Torah is completed on the Festival of Sukkot.
There are some who complete the Torah in
three years, but this is not the prevailing
practice. (2) Ezra established that the curses in
the Book of Leviticus should be read before
Atzeret [Shavuot], and those in Deuteronomy
before Rosh Hashanah. The regular practice is
that the portion “In the wilderness of Sinai”
[Ba-Midbar] is read before Atzeret, “And I
implored grace of God” [Va-Etchanan] after
the Ninth of Av,
[Nitzavim] before

“You are standing”
Rosh Hashanah, and
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“Command Aharon” [7zav] before Passover in a regular [non-leap] year. Therefore, there are

Sabbaths in which two portions are read in the morning, such as “If a woman gives birth”

[Tazriya] together with “This shall be the law of the leper” [Metzora], “If you walk in My

statutes” [ Be-Chukotai] together with “In the Mount of Sinai,” [Be-Har] and the like, so that they

will be completed in the course of the year and so that the aforesaid portions will be read at their
proper times.
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(27) And you murmured in your tents, and said, Because the Lord hated us, He
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(27) 1339 — This is an expression denoting
slander. It is similar to (Proverbs 18:8) “The
words of a 13,” ie, of a slanderer.
Because the Lord hated us — Really, however, He loves you, but you hate Him. A common
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brought us out from the land of Egypt, to give us into the hand of the
Emmorites, to exterminate us. (28) Where shall we go up? our brethren have
discouraged our heart, saying, The people is greater and loftier than we; the
cities are great and fortified to heaven; and moreover, we have seen the sons
of Anakim there. (29) And I said to you, Be not broken, neither be afraid of
them. (30) The Lord your God Who goes before you, He will fight for you,

RASHI

parable says: What is in your own heart about
your friend, you imagine is in his heart about
you (Sifrei). Because the Lord hated us He
brought us out from the land of Egypt
— His taking us out was due to hatred [they
claimed]. This may be compared to a human
king who had two sons and two fields, one
well irrigated, the other arid (dependent upon
rain only). To the son he loved, he gave the
well irrigated field, and to the one he hated,
he gave the arid one. The land of Egypt is a
well irrigated country, for the River Nile rises
up and irrigates it, while the land of Canaan
is arid — and He took us out from [the
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irrigated] Egypt to give us (the arid land of) Canaan (Bamidbar Rabbah 17). (28) The cities are
great and fortified to heaven — The Scriptural text here is talking in exaggerated terms
(Sifrei; Chullin 90b). (29) '8 WN X2 This is an expression denoting breaking, as the Targum
translates it: [Do not be broken by them]. And similar to it (Job 30:6), “To dwell in Y17y
o°on3, " i.e., in the cleft of the valleys. (30) 832 On2> — [He will fight] on your behalf.
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just as He did for you in Egypt before your eyes. (31) And in the wilderness,
where you have seen how the Lord your God bore you, as a man would bear
his son, throughout all the way that you went, until you came to this place.
(32) Yet regarding this matter you did not believe the Lord your God, (33) Who
went before you on the way, to search out a place for you, in which to encamp,
fire by night, to show you on the way you should go, and a cloud by day.
(34) And the Lord heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and swore,
saying, (35) If one of these men of this evil generation sees that good land,

RASHI

(31) N°X7 WK 2721 —  This refers to the
preceding verse: “just as He did for you in
Egypt,” and also which He did “in the
wilderness, where you have seen how the Lord
your God bore you, etc.” As a man would
bear his son — As [ have explained
regarding the verses (Exodus 14:19-20),
“And the angel of God who went before the
camp of the lIsraelites traveled and went
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behind ..., etc

who is traveling on a road, with his son in

" This may be compared to one 3% nN23%2%” 1N /TR %2 ynuwYy” 1
front of him. If bandits come to kidnap [the son, he removes him from in front of him and places
him behind himself]. (32) Yet regarding this matter — that He assures you to bring you
to the Land, you did not believe in Him. (33) DONXRTY — is as DONRTD. And similarly, is falghigh)
IR (for ©ONIR),; and also, (Psalms 26:7) AN 22 YW (for ymwn®); and so also, (Il
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which I swore to give to your fathers, (36) Save Kalev the son of Yefuneh; he
will see it, and to him will T give the land that he trod upon, and to his
children, because he has completely followed the Lord. (37) Also the Lord was
infuriated with me because of you, saying, You also will not go in there.
(38) But Yehoshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he will go in there;
strengthen him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it. (39) [Moreover] your little
ones, whom you said will be prey, and your children, who on that day did not
know between good and evil, they will go in there and to them will I give it,
and they will possess it. (40) But as for you, turn yourselves and journey into
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RASHI
Kings 9:15) 5Xy"2 3% na%% (for Tan9).
(36) [And to him will I give the land] that
he trod upon — i.e., Chevron, as it says,
(Numbers 13:22), “And he (Kalev) came to
(37) MARNT meaning filled with
anger. 40) Turn yourselves — [ thought
[previously] to let you pass through the
breadth of the land of Edom towards the
north,

Chevron.”

to enter the Land; you, however,
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became sinful and caused the delay for yourselves. Turn yourselves — backwards, and
proceed through the wilderness towards the Sea of Reeds, for the wilderness in which they were

traveling was to the south of Mount Seir, separating the Sea of Reeds from Mount Seir. Now
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the desert by way of the Sea of Reeds. (41) Then you answered and said to me,
We have sinned against the Lord; we will go up and fight, according to all
that the Lord our God commanded us. And you girded on every man his
weapon of war, and you were prepared to go up to the mountain. (42) And the
Lord said to me, Say to them, Do not go up, nor fight; for I am not among
you; lest you be smitten before your enemies. (43) So I spoke to you; but you
would not hear, and rebelled against the commandment of the Lord, and acted
wickedly and went up to the mountain. (44) And the Emmorites, dwelling in
that mountain, came out towards you and pursued you as bees do, and beat
you down in Seir, as far as Chormabh. (45) So you returned and wept before the

RASHI

turn in the direction of the Sea and travel
around Mount Seir, along its entire southern
side, from west to east. (41) 137N — is an
expression of 1337 in (Numbers 14:40), “Here
we are (1337) and we will go up to the place.”
This expression which you used, denotes,
“Yes.” As if to say: You were prepared [to go
up to the mountainj. 42) Do not go up —
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There will be no ascent (victory) for you, but only a descent (defeat). (44) As bees do — Just
as a bee dies immediately after stinging a person, so too, (the Emmorites): upon touching you
they died immediately. (45) But the Lord would not hear your voice — A4s if possible [to
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Lord; but the Lord would not hear your voice, nor would he listen to you.
(46) And you dwelled in Kadesh many days, according to the days that you
dwelled. 2. (1) Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness by way of
the Sea of Reeds, as the Lord spoke to me: And we circled Mount Seir many
days.(2) And the Lord said to me, saying, (3) You have circled this mountain
long enough; turn northward. (4) And command the people saying, You are to

RASHI

say of God], you made His attribute of mercy
as though it were cruel. (46) And you
dwelled in Kadesh many days —
nineteen years, as it says, according to the
days that you dwelled — during the other
They totaled

thirty-eight years, nineteen of them were spent

Jjourneys and  stations.
at Kadesh, and nineteen years they were
and they
returned to Kadesh, as it says, (Numbers
32:13), “And He made them wander about in
the wilderness” — thus I have found in Seder
Olam. 2. (1) Then we turned and

journeyed into the wilderness — Had

continually scrambling about,
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they not sinned, they would have passed by the way of Mount Seir to enter the Land from its
south to its north, but because they became sinful they turned towards the wilderness, which is
between the Sea of Reeds and the southern side of Mount Seir, and they traveled along its south
side from the west to the east, by way of the Sea of Reeds — by the route which they used
when they went out of Egypt, which is at the southwest corner. From there they traveled towards
the east. And we circled Mount Seir — the whole south side as far as the land of Moav.
3) Turn northward — Turn along the eastern side [of Moav], from the south to the north,
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pass through the boundary of your brethren the children of Eisav, who dwell
in Seir, and they will be afraid of you: Guard yourselves well. (5) Contend not
with them, for I will not give you of their land — not so much as the sole of
a foot; because 1 have given Mount Seir to Eisav for an inheritance. (6) You
may buy food from them with money, that you may eat, and also water shall

RASHI
facing

traveling in an eastern direction, and this is
what is meant by (Judges 11:18) “And they
came from the sun rise [i.e., east side] to the
land of Moav. ” (4) Guard yourselves well
—  And what is this  “guarding?”
5) Contend not with them, not so
much as the sole of a foot — meaning,
even only for the sole of the foot to tread a

north. Consequently, they were

single step. That is to say, I do not permit you

to cross into their land without their

permission. An Aggadic interpretation is: [I
will not give you of their land] until the
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arrival of the day when the foot will tread upon the Mount of Olives (the Messianic era), as it
said (Zakhariah 14:4) “And his feet shall stand (on that day upon the Mount of Olives).” |1
have given Mount Seir] to Eisav for an inheritance — from Avraham. I gave ten nations
to Avraham, seven of them for you [the seven of Canaan], and the Kenites, the Kenizzites, and
the Kadmonites — who are Ammon, Moav, and Seir — one of them is for Eisav, and the other
two for the children of Lot (Bereishit Rabbah 44) — as a reward [for Lot] for going with Avraham
to Egypt, and for keeping silent when Avraham said, regarding his wife, “She is my sister.”

Therefore, he was treated as his son [to inherit part of the land promised to Avraham]
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expression of purchase. Similar is (Genesis  *2722713W.(T,AN"WKI2) Q3D WK 121pn
50:5), “which I have purchased (°n°73) for ATD _ o0’ 1ip o
myself.” In the coastal cities they use the term

172 for “selling.” (Rosh Hashanah 26a)
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(7) For the Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand, He
knows of your walking through this great wilderness, these forty years the Lord
your God has been with you; you have lacked nothing. (8) And we passed from
our brethren the children of Eisav, who dwelt in Seir, by way of the plain from
Eilat, and from Etzion Gaver, and we turned and passed through the way of the
wilderness of Moav. (9) And the Lord said to me, Distress not the Moavites, and

RASHI K
(7 For the Lord your God has blessed 0™9p) 1man X9 7209 9272 PvX 112 ®
you — therefore you should not be DNK IPXD NIKIT? N2 DX (N9IN DMK

ungrateful for His goodness [to you] by .72y 1511 (M) D™ "Wy DInYY INYT KPK DMy
acting as though you were poor. Rather,
appear as rich people. (8) And we turned and passed — fowards the north; we turned to



