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verse says (Deuteronomy 9:17), “and WK’ MKW ,ﬁmg-[’? KW N2 UiTpn Ny
shattered them before your eyes. ” (Sifrei 33:41) MNAYY [0 W, nNaw

And  [regarding Moshe shattering the

Tablets,] the Holy One Blessed is He gave His approval, as the verse says (Exodus 34:1), “[the

first Tablets] which you shattered;” [God said to Moshe:] “Well done for shattering them!”
(Shabbat 87a).
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in the head or beard which cause baldness, see
Leviticus 13:29-37] become unclean for two
weeks [during which the victim is
quarantined, and is thereby unclean, even
though no further sign of uncleanness has
appeared] and by two signs [he is pronounced
definite unclean, either at the first or second
inspection], namely, by golden-yellow thin
[dak] spreading. “By
golden-yellow thin hair;” means afflicted so,
that it is short; the opinion of Rabbi Akiva.

Rabbi Yochanan ben Nuri says, Even though

hair or by a

it is long [dak referring only to sparseness].
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Rabbi Yochanan ben Nuri argued, What is the

meaning of the expression when people say, “This stick is thin,” or “This reed is thin?”” Does
“thin” imply that it is stunted [in thickness] and [also] short, or stunted and long? [The answer:
the latter also is included in the definition of the term.] Rabbi Akiva replied, Before we learn
from the reed, let us learn from the hair: [If someone says,] “So-and-so's hair is thin,” “thin”
means that it is stunted [in thickness] and [also] short, and not that it is stunted and long.
) Golden-yellow thin hair [i.e., a minimum of two golden-yellow hairs] causes uncleanness,
whether it is clustered together [in one place] or dispersed, whether it is in the center [of the netek]
or not, or whether it came after the netek-scall [appeared] or before; the opinion of Rabbi
Yehudah. Rabbi Shimon says, It causes uncleanness only when it came after the netek-scall. Rabbi
Shimon argued, This is a logical inference: if white hair [in a leprosy sign, in normal skin], against
which other hair provides no protection [even the presence of black hair does not nullify the effect
of the two white hairs, and is a sign of uncleanness], causes uncleanness only when it comes after
the bright spot, how much more so, should golden-yellow thin hair, against which other hair does
provide protection [two black hairs in a netek-scall nullify the effect of the golden-yellow hair],
cause uncleanness, only when it comes after the netek-scall. Rabbi Yehudah replied, Wherever
it was necessary to say, “If it comes after,” Scripture says, “If it comes after,” but the netek-scall,

NT3B727 7°72W 120
7 2 AN T LANTY WA NIk 933 KnU™m KOK WA Dpnaw vais MK yaIKa PRIV
PP KOK PT Wwnwn PRY PR 19IBK v Mph Imyawn ,pT 21Y WWw 121 N TRKY T ayp 1po
AR MPY 1A VP MPD A AvhRwn P T Ip DKW Y ANK DK A PwYn DMK Pw
OTX 722 77 W 1A TR IR MpS KO P P Kaw miva mnna K 1pY K91 70037 0180 MK
MY .ONDN A :KPY "7 I IR PO Yy K91, DMK vp P Sy pT Kinw wwi Sy ormkwa
VYN KW Y210 ,pNaT VYK WWWiw X110 399103 NAKY VAT 013 DA NN SNK 0P ninyw
Y WY DTPW LD ANRW (Y] WWH DTp pRAnw 130 pRam namm 1YY aywn Jemw SIS i
MSYN PR MY MAvw Ko 198K ,MIa% My Ny vaa v oxw ST Dvh X Www PRY pnd
1373 3%M KNV PR NINY NIYY NW MY W2 DK 20Y W 9aK aKnw XKOw nab nyw nwin Sy



VPN BERAKHA FOR FRIDAY

since regarding it Scripture says, “And it did not
have golden-yellow hair,” (Leviticus 13:32) it
therefore causes uncleanness, whether it came
before or after [the netek-scall]. (3) The growth
[of two black hairs in a netek-scall] provides
protection against golden-yellow hair and
against a spreading [if, e.g., the netek-scall was
declared unclean on account of any of these
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person becomes clean] whether it was
clustered together or dispersed, whether it is in
the center [of the netek] or not, and that which
is left [of the black hair, present before the netek-scall appeared] provides protection against
golden-yellow hair and against a spreading, whether it is clustered together or dispersed, but
[only] when in the center [of the netek-scall], however, it provides no protection when it is at the
side [of the netek-scall] unless it is distant from the standing hair [i.e., the healthy hair outside
the netek-scall] by a space of two hairs [e.g., he has a netek-scall on his head and healthy hair
surrounds it (see Mishnah 5), two black hairs remained; if they are distant from the healthy hair
which surrounds the netek-scall a distance of an area of two hairs, then the black hairs are
considered as being in the center of the netek-scall, and provide protection from uncleanness]. If one
hair [before the netek-scall appeared], was golden-yellow [and did not cause uncleanness] and
the other black, or if one was golden-yellow and the other white, they provide no protection.
(4) Golden-yellow hair that preceded a netek-scall is clean. Rabbi Yehudah rules that it is unclean.
Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says, [explaining the opinion of the First Tanna, that it is clean, i.e.,]
It neither causes uncleanness nor provides protection. Rabbi Shimon says, [explaining the opinion
of the First Tanna that it is clean, i.e.,] Any hair-growth in a netek-scall that is not a sign of
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uncleanness, is a sign of cleanness in the
netek-scall. (5) How is the [person with a]
netek-scall shaved [see Leviticus 13:33]? The
space outside it, is shaved, while next to it, two
hairs are left [surrounding the netek-scall,
thereby forming a circle of two hairs around it]
so that it will be noticeable if it spreads. If it
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golden-yellow hair, and then the golden-yellow
hair disappeared and other golden-yellow hair
sprouted, and also, if there was a spreading
[after the golden-yellow hair disappeared, although no other golden-yellow hair has reappeared],
irrespective of whether the declaration [of uncleanness, on account of the golden-yellow hair] took
place at the beginning [when the priest first inspected the netek-scall], at the end of the first week,
at the end of the second week, or after the release from uncleanness, the person remains as he
was before [i.e., unclean]. If the person was declared unclean on account of a spreading, and the
spreading disappeared and then reappeared, and also, if there was golden-yellow hair [after the
spreading had disappeared, and no other spreading reappeared], irrespective of whether the
declaration took place at the beginning, at the end of the first week, at the end of the second week,
or after the release from uncleanness, the person remains as he was before [i.e., unclean]. (6) If
there were two netek-scalls [each the size of a split bean] side by side, and a line of [normal]
hair intervened between them: if a gap appeared [in the line of hair] in one place, the person is
unclean [since the netek-scall has spread], but if it appeared in two places he is clean [because
black hair is now surrounded by the netek-scall and provides protection]. How big must the gap
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[in each place] be [to provide protection]? The
space of two hairs. If there was a gap in one
place, even if it is as big as a split bean, the
person is unclean [because the black hair is not
surrounded]. (7) If there were two netek-scalls,
one within the other, and a line of normal hair
intervened between them, if [during the week
it was quarantined] there appeared a gap in one
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place, the inner one is unclean [since it spread

and the black hair growing at its sides is not surrounded. The outer netek-scall, however, remains
clean, since black hair is left and is within the outer netek-scall it provides protection — see
Mishnah 3], but if in two places it is clean [because both netek-scalls are regarded as having
merged into one, the surrounded hair now provides protection to both]. How big must the gap
[in each place] be [to be capable of providing protection]? The space of two hairs. If there was
a gap in one place the size of a split bean [a gap that causes the two netek-scalls to be regarded
as one], the person is clean [even if it is only in one place, since it is now surrounded by the
netek-scall]. (8) A person who has a netek-scall with golden-yellow hair within it, is unclean [since
golden-yellow hair always is a sign of uncleanness]. If subsequently black hair grew in it, he is
clean; even if the black hair disappeared again [and only the golden-yellow hair remains], he
remains clean. Rabbi Shimon ben Yehudah says in the name of Rabbi Shimon, Any netek-scall
that has once been declared clean can never again be unclean [even though there subsequently
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was a spreading, or other golden-yellow hair
Rabbi
golden-yellow hair that has once been declared

sprouted]. Shimon says, Any
clean can never again be unclean [it is unclean,
however, where other golden-yellow hair grew
or a new spreading appeared after the black
hair disappeared]. (9) If a person had a

netek-scall the size of a split bean and it spread
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over his entire head, is as a bright spot that

breaks out and covers all one's skin]. The head and the beard are not interdependent [i.e., if the
netek-scall (i.e., baldness) spread all over one, and not over the other, the person is nevertheless
clean]; the opinion of Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Shimon says, They are interdependent. Rabbi
Shimon argued, Is this not a logical inference: if the skin of the face and the skin of the body,
between which something [the hair on the chin] intervenes, [however, the area of the face upon
which no hair grows and the rest of the body] are nevertheless interdependent [in the case of a
bright spot covering one's entire skin], how much more so, that the head and the beard, between
which nothing intervenes, should be interdependent? The head and the beard [regarding
netek-scalls] cannot be combined [a nefek-scall on the former cannot be combined with a
netek-scall on the latter to form the prescribed size if either is less than the minimum size], nor
is a spreading [of a netek-scall] from one to the other effective [to cause uncleanness]. What
exactly counts as the beard? The hair from the joint of the [upper] jaw to the thyroid cartilage

[i.e., the Adams Apple]. (10) Scalp baldness or forehead baldness (see Leviticus 13:40) may
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become unclean [if they have a bright spot of
one of the four colors — Nega'im 1:1] for two
weeks and by two signs, namely, by renewed
flesh or by a spreading. What constitutes
baldness? If a person had eaten neshem [a drug
that causes the hair to fall out], or smeared
himself with neshem, or had a wound from
which hair can no longer grow. What is the
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extent of scalp baldness? From the crown

sloping backwards to the [level of the neck opposite the] protruding cartilage of the neck. What

is the extent of forehead baldness? From the crown sloping forwards to the region facing the hair

above [excluding the eyebrows]. Scalp baldness and forehead baldness cannot be combined [to

constitute the prescribed minimum], nor is a spreading from one to the other effective [to cause

uncleanness]. Rabbi Yehudah says, If there is hair between them they cannot be combined [to
constitute the prescribed minimum], but if there is none, then do they combine.
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and one day old. Now, all is well according to
Rabbi Yochanan, for just as there is a Tanna
[in the above Beraita] who holds [as is shown
by his ruling, “and even one of the age of two
years and one day”] that one day of a year is
counted as a year, so too, there is also a Tanna who [differs slightly and] holds that thirty days
of a year are counted as a full year; but according to Rabbi Yannai [who holds that even Rabbi
Meir does not regard the part of the third year as a full year], does not this present a difficulty?
[Response:] This remains a difficulty.
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Yosef Le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sha'arei Teshuvah, Page 37

Concerning the complainer. Shlomoh, peace be
upon him, said, “The words of the complainer
are like blows, and they go down to the
innermost chambers of the belly.” (Proverbs
18:8) The definition of a complainer, is a
person whose habit is to whine and rant and
constantly find fault with his friend, about his
actions and his words, even if his friend has
behaved towards him with all innocence and
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has not wronged him in any way. Yet he judges everything negatively rather than positively, and

regardseveryaccidentalsinasdeliberate. Heseeshimselfasbeingwrongedandinjured,andasthough
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his fellow has sinned grievously against him,
when he is the one actually causing the injury
since his words go down to the innermost
chambers of the belly. For if someone
complains about someone else when he has, in
fact, not touched him and has done only good
to him, this is like a deadly sword in the heart.
He is like one who shoots bolts of fire that
shoot down to the innermost chambers of the
belly. The word kimitlahamim [are like blows]
is like mit'halmim, in the same way [i.c., the
inversion of the letters] as simlah and salmah
[both of which mean "garment"]. This is
similar in meaning to the verse “They struck
me [halamuni] but I did not know it.”
(Proverbs 23:35) It is as though the verse said,
“The

kimit'halem.”

words of the complainer are
the word
“the
here includes all complainers.
“sacred flesh [pl.] has

passed from you” (Jeremiah 11:15) and “and

The verse uses
mitlahamim in the plural because
complainer”

Similarly we find,

they [pl.] will bring forth salvation.” (Isaiah
45:8) King Shlomoh, peace be upon him, also
said, “A complainer separates a friend.”
(Proverbs 16:28) That is, he will separate his
friends and companions from himself because
they cannot bear his company. Our Rabbis

said, “Do not complain much, so that you will not come to sin.”
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Often the complainer is

ungrateful. He even considers the good done to him to be evil, and returns evil for good. As it
says, “If one returns evil for good, evil will not depart from his house.” (ibid., 17:13) Sometimes
he thinks that the kindness of God, may He be blessed, is vengeance and punishment. This idea
is expressed by the verse “And you murmured in your tents and said, ‘Because the Lord hated
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us, He brought us out from the land of Egypt’.” (Deuteronomy 1:27) Therefore, distance yourself
from the path of complainers, for they have made their paths crooked. Whoever follows this path
will not know peace. Teach your tongue to judge others favorably, and let righteousness be the

girdle of your loins.

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of the Sabbath, Chapter 10

(1) If one sends out dogs so that they will catch
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deer, rabbits, or the like, and the deer runs
away from the dog, and he, himself, pursues
the deer or stands in front of it and confuses it
until the dog arrives and catches it, this is a
subcategory of trapping, and he is liable [to
punishment]. The same holds true of one who
behaves similarly with birds. (2) If a deer enters
a house and someone locks it in, he is liable.
If two people lock it in, they are exempt. If one
of them could not have locked it [on his own],
and two people lock it, they are liable. If one
person sits in the doorway but does not fill it
[i.e., completely obstructing it], and a second
person sits down and does obstruct it, the
second one is liable. If the first one sits down
and fills it, and the second one comes and sits
beside him, even though the first one stands up
and goes away, the first one is liable and the
second one has done nothing. He is allowed to
sit in his place until the evening and then take
the deer. To what is this compared? Someone
who locks his house in order to guard it with
the result that a deer is confined inside it; he
has done nothing. If a bird comes in under his
garments, he may sit and keep it until darkness
comes, and it is permitted. (3) If one catches an
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old, lame, sick, or young deer, he is exempt. If one takes a domesticated or wild animal or a bird
from a trap, he is exempt. If one traps an animal or a bird that was in his domain, such as geese,
chickens, or loft pigeons, he is exempt. If one traps something whose species it is not [customary
to be] trapped, such as grasshoppers, wild bees, wasps, flies, fleas, and the like, he is exempt.
(4) Creeping creatures that cause harm, such as snakes, scorpions, and the like, even if they do
not kill, it is permitted to trap them on the Sabbath, since they bite, provided that his intention is
to be saved from their bites. What should he do? He should turn a vessel over onto them or
surround them, or tie them up in such a manner that they will not be able to cause any harm.
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deer, rabbits, or the like, and the deer runs
away from the dog, and he, himself, pursues
the deer or stands in front of it and confuses it
until the dog arrives and catches it, this is a
subcategory of trapping, and he is liable [to
punishment]. The same holds true of one who
behaves similarly with birds. (2) If a deer enters
a house and someone locks it in, he is liable.
If two people lock it in, they are exempt. If one
of them could not have locked it [on his own],
and two people lock it, they are liable. If one
person sits in the doorway but does not fill it
[i.e., completely block it], and a second person
sits down and fills it, the second one is liable.
If the first one sits down and fills it, and the
second one comes and sits beside him, even
though the first one stands up and goes away,
the first one is liable and the second one has
done nothing. He is allowed to sit in his place
until the evening and then take the deer. To
what is this compared? Someone who locks his
house in order to guard it with the result that a
deer is confined inside it; he has done nothing.
If a bird comes in under his garments, he may
sit and keep it until darkness comes, and it is
permitted. (3) If one catches an old, lame, sick,
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or young deer, he is exempt. If one takes a domesticated or wild animal or a bird from a net, he
is exempt. If one traps an animal or a bird that was in his domain, such as geese, chickens, or
loft pigeons, he is exempt. If one traps something whose species it is not [customary to be]
trapped, such as grasshoppers, wild bees, wasps, flies, fleas, and the like, he is exempt.
(4) Creeping creatures that cause harm, such as snakes, scorpions, and the like, even if they do
not kill, it is permitted to trap them on the Sabbath, since they bite, provided that his intention is
to be saved from their bites. What should he do? He should turn a vessel over onto them or
surround them, or tie them up in such a manner that they will not cause any harm.



